# "”— 4 Om a IN, (1 C - _ 47A 

22 bs dc ae Fs 1 yo mY "vs 

? - SF” -Þ4 
« l 


- —— 


| |EPISCOPACY 
| ( Aseſtabliſhed by Law in Englazud) ; 


NOT PREJUDICIAL 


||REGAL POWER. 
A Treatiſe written in the time 
of the Long Parliament, 


By tlie ſpecial Command of the f 
late KING. | . 


And now publiſhed by the 
Right Reverend Father in God 


ROBERT SANDERSON 
Lord Biſhop of L:zcolz, 


LOND O N, 
» Norton, for Timothy GarthWwair 
Pals ho IGG1., 


'1 Priqzed buy 


pn CET 


LO © 


, - " * —_ 


8&5 


Academizy Cantabrigiensis 
Liber. 


Bo 
[i 
& 
»of 
#3 


TO THE 
Moſt High and Mrghty King 
CHARLES the [I* 


By the Grace of God, 


King of Great Biitginr, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, @«c. 


Moſt Gracious and Dread Soveraign, 
eng2r. Hat I take the boldneſs humbly to 
- L\ preſeat this ſhort diſcourſe to 
2 your Majefttes Sacred hand aid 
MEZZS prercing eyes it 15 upon this 

one azd onely account,that how 

mean ſoeverthe performance be, the un- 
' dertaking was /z obedtence to the command 
of a moſt Graczow Maſter, your Majeſttes 
Royal Father of Bleſſed Memory, The Occa- 
ſoz thrs, when the Army had gottea the King 
zntotheir own cultody out of the hands of 
thoſe that had Ig holdez bim in durance at 
+ Holdenby : to pat a blind «por the world, 
; , —” they 
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The EPISTLE 


they made a ſhew of much good towards him, 
which ( as ſoon: after appeared) they never 
meant him, Amongſt other the pompous 
34 civilities, wherewith (the better to cloak thetr 
hypocriſie ) they entertained him; it was 
| their pleaſure to vouchlate him the attendance 
| of ſome of his own Chaplains : which, thougb 
7t could merit little (for ſuch a kindneſs could 
z0t with juſtice hav? been denyed to a far 
meaner perſon ;) as yet a boon bts fors 
mer Goalers thought too big for him, 1s that 
Summer Progreſs ( ſuch as it was ) four of us 
of his own naming, with the Clerk of his 
Cloſet, were ſuffered to wait upon him, In 
which time of waiting, ( which was in Auguſt 
MDCXLVII, ) His Majeſty, being ther at 
Hampton-Court, exe day called me to him, 
#14 told me he had a little work for me ts do, 
Some about him, zt ſeems, had been often diſ- 
p courſy wg with him about EPISCOPACT> 
| as it was claimed and exerciſed by the Bi- 
| ſhops within this Realm, which (whether 
| oat of their good-will to han, or their no- 
good-will to the Charch, 1 am not able to ſay;) |; 
we, 
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DEDICATORY, 
they had endeauoured ta repreſent unto him, as 
z0t alittle derogatory tothe REGAL AU- 
THORITY, as well 7a the potit of Supre- 
macy, as of Prerogative : zz the oze, by 


_ claiming the fun&ion as of Divine Right; 14 


the other,. by exerciſing the Juriſdiction 72 
their own names, His CMajeſiy ſaid farther, 
that he d;d not believe the Ehurch-Govern- 
ment by Biſhops as it was by Law eftabliſh- 
edinthis Realm, tobe tn either of the afore- 
ſaid reſp:is, or any other way prejudicial ro 
his Crown ; and that he was 2 his own judge- 
ment fully ſatisfied concerning the ſame; yet 


_ fnified bis pleaſure withal, that for the ſatis- 


fa&ion of others 7 ſhould take theſe two 
ObjeQions rnto confideration, and give him 
an Anſwer thereunto 1 writing, In Obe- 
dience to which his Majeſties Royal plea- 
ſure , after my return home, 1 forthwith ( ac- 
amding tomy bounden duty ) addreſſed my 
felf tothe work ; and was drawing up an An- 
{wer to both the Obje&tions, as well as Imas 
able; with a purpoſe to prelent the ſame ( as 


; ſoonas it ſhouldbe fo _ to his Majeſty 7a 


writing, 


The EPISTLE 
writing, u pon the | firſt offered opportunity. But 
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behold, before I could bring the buſineſs ad 
umbilicum, azd quite finiſh what was under 
: ; my hand , the Scene of affairs was ſirangely 


changed, The King trepann'd into the Ifle of 
| Wight ; the mask of Hypocrifie, by long 
wearing wow grows ſo thin and uleleſs, that 
zt was fit for z0thing but to be thrown by ; z0 
k::d of impiety aid villany, but durſt appear 
bare-taced azd in the oper Sun ;, high in{o- 
lencies to the contempt of Authority every 
where committed; Majeſty t ſelf trampled 
por by the vileſt of the People ; and the 
hearts of all loyal honeſt men ſadly oppreſſed 
with griefs and fears, Yet had the men who 
ſteered the Publick as they l:;ted, (that they 
might grve themſelves the more recreation, 
amuſe the world azew, and grace the black 
Tragedy they were atiizg with the move varie- 
" ty,) 4 mad toplayone game more the next 
: year ; towit, the Treaty at the aforeſaid [le 

| | of Wight. Where, aſſoon as I underſtood,  * 
that by his Majeſite's nomination, 1 was to 
give my attendance; 4 looked out the. old 
Papers 
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 DEDICATORY, 


Papers which 7 had laid afide a good while be- 
fore ; made up what was ther left unfiniſh- 
ed, and took the Copy with me to the Ifle g 
thinking that nher the Treaty ſhould be en- 
aled ( for whileſt it laſted his Majeſty was taken 
up mith other thoughts and debates of higher 
concern ) 1might poſsibly have the opportunity 
to grue his Majeſty an account thereof, what 
became of that Treaty, and what after enſu- 
ed, 75 ſo well known to the world, that there 
25S noneed, and withal ſolad, that it can be 
no pleaſure, to remember, But thencefor- 
ward were thoſe Papers laid aftde ozce again, 
and deſtined to perpetual ſilence , had z0t 4 
debate lately ſtarted, concerntng one of the 
principal points there: hazdled, occaſioned 
ſome perſons of eminent place and eſteem 1a the 
Church ( and one of them conſcious to the 
aforeſaid command laid upon me by the late 
King, ) to deſire a ſight of thoſe Papers, 


Which betng by their encouragement now made 


” publick (though hating little other to com- 


mend them, either to the world but Truth 


and Plainneſs, or to your Majeſty but that 
A 4 they 
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__ The EPISTLE, &«, 


| they had their firſt riſe from his command 
| whoſe Throne and Vertues you inherit;) 1 
bumbly beſeech your Majeſty graciouſly to ac. 


| cept; together with the Prayers of ; 
= | Your Majeſties moſt 

LONDON, yl | 

noetxr, = Loyal Subje& and | 

devoted Servant 

ROBERT LINCOLYN, 

s 

| TOI ns { 

| < 

| 

| By - 

| 
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By the KING. 


4 PROCLAMATION, Declaring 
” that the proceedings of his Majeſties Eccle- 
ſaſtical Courts and Miniſters, are ace 
! cording to the Lawes of the Realm, 


gDereas in ſome of the Li- 
bellous books and Pam- 
SYA7” phlets lately publiſhed , 
CVA ZN The molt Keverend Fa- 
2D thers in God, the Lozds 
h-Biſhops and Biſhops of this 
Kealm, are faidto Have uſurped ups 
on his Majeſties P2ezogative Royal, 
and to Have pzoceeded tin the High 
- Commillton and other Ecclefiaſticat 
Courts, contrary to the Laws and 
Statutes of this Realm z Jt was o2- 
dered by his Majeſties high Court of 
Star-Chamber, the Twelfth day of 
Junelaft, that the opinion of the two 
Lozds chief Juffices, the Lozd chief 
: Bazon. and the reſt of the Judges and 
BBazons ſhould be yad and certified in 
- thoſe particulars, viz, yohether uw 
: eues 
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A Proclamation. 


ceſſes map not iſſue out of the Eccleſt: 
aſttcal Courts in the Name of the Bt- 
ſhops. Whether a Patent under the 
great Scal be nececllary foz the lieep- 
mg of the Eccieſtaſtical Courts, and 
enabling Citations, Suſpenſions , 
Excommunications, and other cen- 
[1res ofthe Church, And whether Ct- 
tations ought to be in the” Kings 
name, and under his Seal of Arms, 
and the like foz Jnſtitutions and Jn- 
diictions to Benefices, and Cozrection 
of Ecciecaſtical offences, Whether 
Bilhops, Arch-Deacons and other 
Ccclellaitical perſons may 92 ought to 
licep any vilitatton at any time unleſs 
they have erp:eſs Commitlſton oz Pa- 


tent under tie great Seal of Englana 


£0 d9 it, and that as his Majeſties Uit- 
_ only, andin his name and Utght 
alone, 

Dhereupon , his Majeſties ſatd 
4Z.adges having taken the ſame into 
their ſerious conſideration, did una- 
minoyugy concur and agree in opinion, 
and the firſt day of July laff certified un- 
der their hands as folioweth, That 
P2ocefles may illie out of the a 


+ = 


CT 


— 


A Proclamation. 


{ical Courts in the name of the Bt- 
ſhops; and that a Patent under the 
great Seal 1s not neceliary fo2 the 
keeping of the faid Eccieliaftical 
Courts, oz {v2 enabling of Citations, 
Sulvenſions, Ercommiunications and 
other Cenſures of the Church ; And 
that it is not neceſſary thar Sume- 
mons,Citations,o2 other Pzocelles Ec- 
cleciaſtical in the ſaid Courts, o2 Jnſtt- 
tutions, 02 Fnductions to Benefices, 
02 cozrection of Eccleſiaſtical oftences 
by Cenſure in thoſe Co.irts, be in the 
Kings name o2 with the ſtyle of the 
Bing) 02 under the Kings Seal, 02 
that their Deals of Ofiice have mn 
them the Kings Arms; And that the 
Statute of Primo Edvardi Sexti, cap, 
ſecundo, which enacted the contrary, 
ts not now in fo:ce: And that the Bt- 
ſhops, Arch-Deacens and other Eccle- 
ſiaſtical perſons, may keep their Uiſi- 
tations as uſually they Have done, 
without Commillion under the great 
Seal of England ſo to do : which opint- 
ons and reſol:itions being dectared 
under the hands of ail his Majeſties 
ſaid Judges, and ſo cercified _ -w 
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A Proclamation. 


Court of Star-Chamber, were there 
reco2ded: and it was by that Court 
further ozdered the fourth day of the 


ſatd moneth of July, that the ſatd certt-- 
ficate ſhould be mn2olled in all other hts. 


DPajeſties Courts at Weſtminſter, 
and in the Yigh Commiſion, / and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Courts, foz the 
ſatisfaction ofallmen, That the pzo- 
ceedings in the High Commillion and 
other Eccleitaſtical Courts are. agree- 
able to the Laws and Statutes of tle 
Kealm, 2 ET FM 

Any His RUopal <APajeſty Hath 
thought fit, with advice of His Coun- 


cel, that a publics Deciaratton of 


theſe tye opinions and reſolutions of 
his Keverend and Learned Judges, 
being agreeable to theJudgement and 


Keſolutions of tozmer times, ſhould 


be made known to all his Subjects, 
a8 well to vindicate the. iegal pzoceeds 


ings of Vis Ecciefialtical Courts and 


Iniſters, from the unjuſc and ſcan- 
dalous tmputation of invading oz en- 
trenching on His Royal Pzezogative, 
as to ſettie the mmds and ſtoy the 
mouths of all unquict Spirits, that 


fo! 


ans. —_. oe xz can oct ico 


FLY". 
a A—— 


A Proclamation, 


fo the future they pzeſume not to cen- 
ſure his Eccleſiaſtical Conres oz Mi- 
niſters in thele their Juſt a;id warcan- 
ted pzoceedings: And hereof his Ma- 
" ſeſty admomiſheth ail his Subjects to 
take warning as they ſhall anſwer the 
contrary at their perils, 


Given at the Court at Lyndhurſt the 18, 
day of Auguſt, inthe 13, year of his Ma» 
jeſties Raign. | 


God ſave the King. 


Imprinted at Londor by Robert Barker, 
Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, and by the Aſfignes 
of John Bill, 1637, 


Pri- 


Primo Julii 1637, 
The Fudges Certificate concerning 
Eccleſiaſtical FuriſdiGiion, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
& Ccording to your Lordfhips Or- 
&& der made in his Majeſties Court 


TD > of Star-Chamber the Twelfth of 


Ay laſt, we have taken conſideration of 


the particulars, wherein our Opinions are ; 


- 
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required by the ſaid Order, and we have | 


all agrced, 


'T bat Proceſſes may iſſue out of the Ec- 
cleſtaſtical Courts in the name ot Biſhops, 
and that a Patent under the great Seal is 


not neceſſary tor the keeping of the ſaid _ 


Eccleſiaſtical Courts, or for the enabling 
of Citations, Suſpenſions, Excommunicas 


tions or other Cenſures of the Church. :.. 


Andathart it is not neceſſary that Summons, 


Citations,or other Proceſſes Eccleſiaſtical 


in the ſaid Courts,or Inſtitutions, or Indu- 
Ctions to Benefices, or Corre&ion of Ec: | 


clefiaſtical offences by cenſure in thoſe 


Courts, 
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Z Courts, be in the Kings name, or with the 
2 Style of the King, or under the Kings Seal, 
or that their Seals of Office have in them 
the Kings Arms, And that the Statute of 
' Primo Edvardi Sexti Cap, 2, which enated 
.. the contrary, is not now in force, 


| \ye are alſo of opinjon, That the Bi- 

ſhops, Archdeacons and other Eccleſia- 

* tical perſons may keep their Viſitations as 

uſually they have done withour Commiſl: 

: _ under the great Seal of Ezzlazdioto 
O, | 


Jo. Bramſtone. George Croke, 
Jo, Fiach, Tho, Trevor, 
Humfrey Davenport, George Vernon. 
will, Jones, Ro,Berkley. 

Fo, Dinbam, Fr, Crawley, 


Rechard Hutton, Ric, Weſton, 


Inrolled in the Courts of Exchequer, 
Kings Bench,Common Pleas, and 
Regiſtred in the Courts of High 
Commiſhon and Star-Chamber, 
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not Prejudicial to Regal 


Power. 


| SECT, I. 
T he two great Obyettions propoſed. 
Th = E that ſhall take the 


| pains to inform himſelf 
rightly, what power the 
Kings of England have 
from time to time claimed and ex- 
jerciſed 1 in Cauſes and over Perſons Ece 
cleſuſtical ; ; as allo by whom , how, 
and how far forth their laid Power 
hath been from time to time either 
oppoſed, or maintained : (hail undoubt- 
Fy find that no perſons 1n. the 
7 B world 


3. Epiſcopacy not Prejudicial ; 
world have more frcely acknowledg- 


ed, and both by their writings and 5 


aQions more zealouſly, judictouſly 
and eftectually aſſerted the Soweraign 
Eccleſraſtical power of Kings, then the 
Proteſtant Biſhops and . Diwanes 


(wahom our new Maſters have been |, 


pleaſed of late to call the Prelatical 
party; in the Church of England have 
done. Yet lo far hath prejudice ( or 
fomething elſe) prevailed with fome 
perſons of quality in theſe times of ſo 


muci looſnels and diſtraction; as to 


ſuffer themiclves to be led into a be- 
lief, or at leaſtwilſc to be willing the 


people ſhould be deceived into the 


belief of theſe two things, Firſt,that 


the Opinion which maintaineth the 
Fas divinum of Epiſcopacy is deſtru- t: 


cive of the Regal power. And ſe ſe- 


condly,that Epiſcopal Fauriſdiction,as it | 
was exerciſed betore and at the be: Jo 
ginning of this preſent Parliament ,\pa 
was : 


| ” 


0 REGAL Power. 3 


' was derogatory from the honour of 
"the King, and prejudicial to the 
juſt Rights and Prerogatives of his 
Crown 
I. Truely, they that know any 
thing of the practiſes and procee-= 
dings of the Anti-prelatical party, can- 
not be ignorant, that their aims 
(theſe or whatſoever other pretenſi- 
. ons notwithſtanding) are clearly to 
enlarge their own power by leflening 
che Kings, and to raile their own e- 
ſiates upon the ruines of the Biſhops, 
And therefore howloever the aforez 
{aid pretenſions may ſeem at the farſt 
appearance to proceed from a ſenſe 
of Loyalty, avd a tendernels of ſut- 
Hering any thing to be continued in 
the kingdom which might rend tothe 
leaſt diminution of his Majeſties juſt po- 
; aver © greatneſs.yet, (till their a3:0ns 
: Jook otherwiſe then for ſome time 
,\Þalt they have done ) thepretenders 
Z BY muſt 
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mult give us leaveto think that their 
meaning therein 1s rather to do the 
Biſhops hurt, then to do the King ler- 
vice; and that their affeions ( 1o 
far as by what 1s viſible we are able 
to judee thereof ) are much what 
alike the ſame towards them both, 
But to leave their Hearts to the 
judgement of him to whom they 
muſt ftand or fall: for the juſt de- 
fence of trath, and that (lo far as we 
can help it ) the people be not abuſed 
in this particular alſo, as in ſundry 
others they have been, by ſuch men, 
as are content to uſe the Kings name 
when it may help on their own de- 
ſigns; I ſhall firit ſet forth the two 
main ObjeSions leverally to the beſt 
advantage of the Objefors ; and then 
endeavour by a clear and ſatisfactory 
anſwer to diſcover the weaknels and 
yanity of them both, | 
III. The former obje4ion. Where- * 
as 


O— 


to REGAL Power, s 


 asinthe Oath of Supremacy the ſupreme 
power Eccleſraſtical is acknowledged 
to be in the King alone ;. and by the 
Statute of 1. Eliz, all juriſdictions 
and preeminencies Spiritual and Ec- 


.  clefiaſtical within the Realm of 


England are reftored to the Crown as 
the ancient right thereof, and fora 
ever united and annexed thereunto: 
the Biſhops claiming their power and 
JuriſdiGion to belong unto them as 
of divine right, ſcemeth to be a ma- 
niteſt violation of the ſaid Oath and 
Statute, and a real diminution of the 


, | Regal power in and by the ſaid Oath 


and Statute acknowledged and con: 
firmed, For whatſoever power is 
of divine right, is immediatly dcri- 
ved from God, and dependeth not 
upon any earthly King or Potentate 
whatſoever as ſuperiour thereunto, 
Theſe two tearms,to be fromHeawer, 
.} andtobe of Mer, being uſed in the 
yp B 3 Scris 
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Scriptures as terins oppolite and 1n- 


conſiſtent, and ſnch as cannot be Y 
both cruly atirmed of the ſame. 


thing. 

- IV. The latter obje&ion. Setting 
afide the diſpute of jus divinum, 
and whatſoever might be ſaid cither 
for or againſt the ſame: the very 
excrcifing cf Epiſcopal juriſdifion in 
fach a manner as 1t was with'us, the 
Biſhops iſſuing out their Summons, 
g91vIng Cenſures, and acting cvery 0z 
ther "thing in the Ecclc{taſtical 
Courts, . z# their own and not in the 
Kings name, icemeth to derogate 


very much from the Regal power in 


the point of Eccleſj aſtical Soveraign- | 


For whereas the Judges in the 
Kings Bench, Common Plees, and 
other Common- Law-Courts do iflue 
out their /ritts, and make all their 
Fudgaments, Orders, Decrees, xc. in 
the Kings name ; thereby acknows- 
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to REGAL Power, 7 
23 ledging both their Power to be de- 


pending upon, and derived from the 
Kings authority, and themſelves in 
the exerciſe of that Poxer to be but 
his MiniSters ſent and authorzicd by 
him 3 and ſo give him the juſt ho- 
- nour of his Supremacy temporal: T he 
Biſhops on the other {ide exercile a 
ſpiritual power or juriſdiGion in their 
own names, and as it were by their 
own authority, without any. the 
leaſt acknowledgmenr of the cfiluxe 
or emanation of that power or juril- 
diction from the King. Which cuz 
{rome as it had undoubtedly its firſt 
riſe, and after-growth from rhe cx- 
orbitant greatneſs of the Biſhops of 
| Rome, who have ulurped an unjult 
authority as well over Kings and 
Princes, as over their Fellow-biſhops, 
laboured all they could to Icilen the 
; authority of Kings, eſpecially zn mat- 
| ters Eccleſiaſtical y lo is the continus 
| B 4 ance 


8 Epiſcopacy not Prejudicial ; 
ance therofno otherwiſe to be eſt-« / 
eemed then as a r:g or relique of F 


| that Anti-Chriflian tyranny, which 


was retained ( as ſome ather things 1 


alſo of evil conſequence were) in 


thoſe impertect Feginnings of Refor- 
mation, When the Pepes power was _ 
firſt abrogated under King Henry the 

Erghth, But it was afterwards in a 
more mature and perfect reformati- 
on taken in to conſideration in the 
Raign of Kg Edward the Sixth: and 
remedy provided there-againlt by. 
an AC of Parliament madein the firit 
year of bis Raign. Wherein it was 
enacted, that all Summons, Citations, 
and other Proceſſes Eccleſtaſtical ſtould | 
be made in the Kings name and with - 
the ſtyle of the King, as it is in Writts 


original and judicial at the Common 
Laws; and that the Teſte thereof 


only ſhould be jn the name of the 


Biſhop, 


V. It; 


Re 
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wt to REGAL Power, 9 
2 V. Itis true indeed that this Statute 
"of King Edward was within a few 
years aſter repealed, and 1ſo the old 
 . uſage. and form again reſtored pri- 
m9 Marie, and hath ever lince fo 
continued during the Raigns of the 
| ſaid Queen, of Queen Elizabeth, of 
| + K. Fames, andof his Majeſty that now 
js until this preſent Parliament, with- 
- out any alteration or interruption. 
But the repealing of the Statute of 
primo Edw, 6. and the rcception of 
the former uſage inſuing thereup- 
on, ought not to be alleaged by the 
Biſbops, or to {way with any Pro- 
teftant : inalruch as that repeal was 
' made by Queen Mary, who was a pro= 
 tefſed Papiſi, and who together with 
that form of proceeding in the | ccle> 
_ fraſtical Courts reſtored allo the who'e 
 Popiſh Religion, whereot that was 
: A branch, Neither ought the un-inter- 
| rypted continuance of the ſaid form 
FE - under 


tha 
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under Oneen Elizabeth and the ry | 


ceeding Kings , (whether it happen-/# 


ed through inadvertency in the 
State, or ihrough the inceſlant artz- 
feces and practiſes of the more aCtive 


4 


Biſhops, ſome or other whereof had 
alwayes a prevalent powcr with, * 


thoſe Princes in their ſeveral Raigns) - 
to hinder , but that, as the ſaid man- 
ner of proceeding was in the ſaid firſt 
year of Edward 6. by the King and 
the three Eſtates in Parliament adjud- 


ged to favour the uſurped power of | 


the Biſhops of Rome, and to trench 
upon the Kings juſt and acknowled- 


ged authority in matters Eccleſraſtical - 


Cas by the preamble of the ſaid 4& 
doth ſufficiently appear; ) ſo it ought 
to be ſtill no otherwiſe eſtcemed | 
then as a branch of the Papal uſurpa- 
tion, highly derogatory to the ho- 
nour of the King, and the rights of | 


his Crown. This is (as I conceive ) ; 


che | 
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-*the ſum of all that harh been, . and 
-#*he utmoſt of what ( [ ſuppoſe) can 
J 'be ſaid in this matter. | 


— —— 


3 THE 1. SECTION 
. 1In anſwer to the former Objethon. 


|], 'Herennto I make anſwer 
as followeth. To the tor- 
'mer Objeion, I ſay firft, that it is evi- 
dently of no force at all againſt thoſe 
'D:iwvines, who tor the maintenance 
- of Epiſcopacy lay their claim under 
/anorther notion, and nct under that 
of Jus Divieus: Which cxpreſlion, 
for that it is (by realon of the ambi- 
guity thereof ) ſubject to be miſtaken, 
and that captious men are ſo willing 
to miſtake it for their own advantage, 
might peradventure without lols of 


S Truth 
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Truth, or prejudice to the Cauſe, bi ® 
with as much prudence laidaſide a: 
uſed, as in this, ſo in ſundry othe! 
diſputes and controverſies of thek - 
Times. | 

I T. If it ſhall bereplyed, that ther + 
belike the Pro&ors for Epiſcopacy ar; 
not yet well agreed among them: . 
ſelves by what title they hold: and 
that is a ſhrewd prejudice againſt 
them, that they have zo good tithe. © 
For it is eyer ſuppoſed he that hath | 
good title, knoweth what it 1s: and 
we are to preſume the power to be u. +, 
ſurped, when he thar uſeth it cannot | 
well tell how he came by it. I ſay _. 
therefore ſecondly, that the differenc. | 
between the Advocates for Epiſcopa-. 
cy 18 rather in the different manner of | 
expreſſing the ſame thing, then in 
their different judgement upon the. 
ſubſtance of the matter- The one | 
ſort making choile of an expreſſes. 


4 


o a4 
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Awhich he knoweth he is able to make 
:Zgo0d againit all gainſayers, if they 
e! will but underſtand him aright : the 
{ ;other out of warineſs or condeſcenſuon 
forbearing an expreſſzon, (no neceſſety 
1 *requiring the ule of ic, ) which he 
& ſeeth to have been ſubje& to fo 
- . much miſ- confiruGion. 
il III, For the truth is» all this ado 
t about Jus divinum 1s in the laſt re- 
7 


'{ulr no more then a meer werbal ni- 
_ cety: that term being not alwayes ta- 
' keninone and the ſame latitude of, 
. + ſegnification. Sometimes it importeth 
| | 4 divine precept ( which 1s indeed the 
' | primary and moſt proper {ignificati- 
 * on:) when it appeareth by ſome clear 
.. exprels and peremptory command of 
|! Godin his word, to be the will of God 
that the thing ſo commanded ſhould 
./ be perpetually and univerſally ob- 
| ſerved. Ofwhich ſort, ſetting aſide 
| the Articles of the Creed, and the _ 
2 ra 
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ral duties of the Law ( which are nor | £ 


1 


much pertinent to the preſent en- '% 


quiry) there are, as I taker, very 
few things that can be properly ſaid 
to be of divine poſitive right under. 


' the New Teſtament, The Preaching 
of the Goſpel, and adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments are two: which when' 


I have nained, I think I have named 
all. 

IV. But there is a ſecondary and 
more extended ſignifi-ation of that 


zerm, which 1s allo of frequent ule | 
among Divines. In which lene ſuch 
things, as having zo expreſs command 


in the word, are yet found to have 
authority and warrant from the inſtz- 
tution, example, or approbation either 
of Chri8t himſelf, or his Apoſiles ; and 
have ( in regard of the importance 
and uletulnels of the things them- 
{elves _) been held, by the —_—_— 
judgement of all the Churches of |: 

Cane] 
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*Chriſt in the primitive and ſucceeding 
- Fages, needful to be continued: ſuci 
4 things I fay are ( though not lo pros 
| perly as the former, yet) uſually and 

' interpretative {aid to be of Divine 
| Right, Of which ſort I take the ob- 
Sorracion of the Lords day, the or- 
L |:dering of the Keys, the diſtinCiion of 
Presbyters and Deacons, and ſome 0- 
ther things ( not all perhaps of e- 
qual conſequence) to be. Unto Fus 
divinum 11 that former acception is 
| required 2 Divine Precept : in this 
© later, it ſafficeth thereunto that a 
thing be of Apoſtolical. inſtitution or 
- praGtice. Which ambiguity 1s the more 
'tobe heeded, for that the obſervati- 
on thereof is of great ule for the a= 
voyding of ſundry miſtakes that 
through the ignorance or neglect 
thereof daily happen to the enga- 
'ging of men in endleſs diſputes, and 
entangling their coniciences in un- 
|neceſli lary _— V. Now 


. 
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V, Now, that the Government of 
| the Churches of Chriitby Biſhops is 
of divine right in that firſt and 
ſtricter {erce, isan Opinion at leaſt *; 
of gicat probability, and ſuch as? 
may more ealily and upon better * 
grounds be defended then confuted-: -+ 
clpecially if in expounding thoſe |. 
Texts that arcalleaged for it we give / 
ſich deference to the authority of * 
the Ancicnt Fathers and their expo- | 
fſitions thereot, as wile and ſober men |; 
have alwayes chought ir fir we? 
ſhould do, Yet becauſe :t 15 both b, 
inexpedient to maintain a diſpute 7 I 
where it needs not, and zeedleſs to: 
contend for more, where leſs will 
ſerve the turne : I finde that oxwr 
Divines that have travailed moſt in. 
this Argument, where they purpoſely | 
treat of it, do rather chuſe to ſtand |: 
to the tenure of Epiſcopacy ex A- |: 


poſtolica deſignatione, then to hold a Þ| 
CON- 3 


RE Ps 44 


b 
| 
>; 
3 


p EE AY - 1 I 
LOB RICE SA TURES 5 EPR 


0 REG AL Power. = 


conteſt upon the title of j#s  diwiz 
7um, no neceſſity requiring the 
ſame to be done, They there: 
fore that ſo ſpeak of this Gowern- 
ment as eſtabliſhed by Divine 
right, are not all of then? neceſ- 
farily lo to be underſtocd, as if 
they meant it in thar firſt and 
ſtri&er ſenſe, Sufhicient it 1s for 
the juſtification of the Church of 
England in the conſtitution and 
government thereof, that it is ( as 
certainly it is ) of Divine right in 
the lacter and larger ſfignification: 
that is to ſay , of Apoſtolical in- 
ſtitution and approbation ; eXCr- 
ciled by the Apoſtles themlclyes, 


2 and by other perſons in their tithes, 
' appointed and enabled thereunto 


by them, according to the will of 
our Lord Feſus Chrift,and by ver- 
tuc of tbe Commiſſion they had re- 


2 ceived from him, C VI, 
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VI. Which belides that it is 
clear from evident Texts of Scris | 
pture, and from the teſtimory of ® 
as ancient and authentique Records 
as. the world hath any to ſhew 
for theytteſting of any other part | 
of Ecclefraſftical ſtory 3 it is allo in 
cruth a part of the eſtabliſhed 
DoGrine of the Church of England: 
evidently deduced out of ſun- |: 
dry paflages in the booke of Con. |. 
ſeeration , (which book . is Ap. |: 
proved in the Articles of our |. 
Religion Art, 36, Confirmed by. 3 
AF of Parliament, and Subſcribed 7 
unto by all perſons that have © 
heretofore taken Orders in the * 
Church, or Degrees 1n the Unis |. 
verſity; ) and hath been con» |. 
ſtantly and uniformly Maintain- | 
ed by our beſt Writers, and by all | 
the ſober, orderly and Ortho- |} 
doxe |: 
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doxe ſons of this Church. "The 
Z poinchata been io abundantlypro- 
2 ved by ſundry Learned men, and 
2 cleared from the exceptions of 
2 Novellifts; that more need not 
| be ſaid for the ſatisfaGion of an 

: incelligent man that will bur firſt 
© rake the pains to read the books, 
4 andthen ſuffer himlel: to be ma® 
: ſter ofhis own reaſon, 

2 _ VII, Only I could wiſh, that 
;: they whoplead lo eagerly for the 
jus divinum of the Lords day,S yet 
3 rezet (nor withour ſome 1corn)) 
7 the jus divinum of Epiſcopacy, 
2? would ask their own hearts (dea]- 
} Ing impartiaily therein) whether 
; it beanty apparent difference 1n the 
,, nature of the things themlclves, 
| orin the ſtrength of thoſe reaſous 
= that have been brought for cither, 
that leadeth them to have ſuch 
L C 2 dif- 
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different judgments thereof; or 
rather ſome prejudicate conceit of 
their own 3 which having former-! : 
ly fanci-d to themſelves even as! 
they ſtood affected to partzes, the . 
ſame affe&ions fill abiding, vl | 
cannot eaſily lay aſide. Which}: 
partiality (for I am loath to call q 
it perverſneſs) of ſpirit, is by ſo J 
mnuch the more inexcuſable in [ 
this particular; by how much |: 
Epiſcopal government ſcemeth to} 'þ 
be grounded upon Scripture-Texts | 
of greater pregnancy and clear- * 
neſs, and attelted by a fuiler con- : 
ſent of Antiquity to have been Uni- | 
formly and Univerlally obſerved |: \ 
throughout the whole Chriſtian | © 
world, then the Lords day hath ' 
hitherto been ſhewen to be, 
VL, But ſhould it be granted | 
that all the defenders of E piſeper q 
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| didindeed hold it to be jure diviz 
' no inthe ſtrifkeſt and moſt proper 
nlp ; yet could not the ObjeGors 
; thence reaſonably conclude, that 
: 1t ſhould. be eo nomine inconfi ſtent 
| with the Regal power, or ſo much 
: as derogatory in the leaſt degree 
| to that Supream power Eccleſiaſti- 
| cal, which by the Laws of our 
| Londi is elabliſhed,and by the doc- 
©trine of our Church acknowledged 
:to be inherent in the Crown, As 
Mchemſelves may eafily ſee, if they 
 2will but confider 
3 IX, Firſt, that Regal and Epi- 
| copal power are two powers of 
quite different kinds : and ſuch as 
[conſidered purely in thoſe things 
1 that are proper and eſſential to ei- 
Ether, haveno mutual relation un- 
to, or dependence upon, the one 
[ih other ; neither hath either of 
: C 3 them 
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them any thing to do with the o- 
ther, The one of them being F 

purely ſpiritual and internal, the fy 
cther external and temporal : al- - 
beir in regard of the Perſons that | 
are to exerciſe them, or ſome ac- 
cidental circumſtances appertaining | 
to the exerciſe thereof, it may hel ; 
pen the one to be ſomewayes belp- | | 
fulor prejudicial to the other; yet. 
15 there no neceſſity at all that the |” 
very powers themſelves in reſpe& | 
of their own natures ſhould be” 


Cat that diſtance) either of them | 


ſo deftruSive of other, but that ? 
they might confilt well enough! 
cemiches Yea although either; ] 


of them or both ſhould claime{}! _ 


(as indeed they both may do) to}: | 
be of divine right independently} 
upon the - other, Let any maiiſj 


come up to the point, and ſhewſ! 
ifÞ 
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if he can, how and wherein the 
Epiſcopal power 1s any thing at all 
diminiſhed by affirming the Regal 
to be of divine right; or how 
': and wherein the Regal power 15at 

: all Prejudiced, by atiirming rhe 
: Epiſcopal to be of divine right, 

| The - oppoſition between thoſe 
.; two Terms, To be from Heawen 
|! and Tobe of Men, which was obje- 
I. Qed, cometh not home cnough 2$ 
2 unleſs we ſhould affirm them both 
2 of oneand the fame power in the 
© ſamereſpe#. Which ſince we do 
2 not; that oppaſition hindereth 
'] nor, but that the ſame power may 
{5 be ſaid to be of both in divers re- 
7 ſpecs, viz. to be from Heaven, or 
7 of God, in reſpc& of the ſubſtance 


: 
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; of the thingin the gcneral 3 and 
| yet to be of Men in reſpect of the 
} determination of ſundry particulas 
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rities requiſite unto the lawful 
and laudable exerciſe thereof, 

X. Secondly, that the derivatis 
'on of any power frow: God doth 
not neceſſarily infer the non-ſubjez 
Gion of the perſons in whom that 
Power refideith to all other men. 
For doubrleſs the power that Fa- 
thers have over their children, 
husbands over their wives, ma$ters 
over their ſervants,is from Heawen, 
of God and not of Men. Yetare 
Parents, Husbands, Maſters 1n the 
exctciſes of their ſeveral reſpective 
powers ſubject to the power, juriſ: 
diction and Laws of their lawful 
Soveraigns. And I ſuppoſe it 
would be a very hard matter for 
any man to find out aclear and 
latisfactory reaſon of difference 
between the Eccleſiaſtical power 
and the Oeconomical ;. why the one, 

be- 
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becauſe it claimeth to be of Dz- 
Yine Right ſhould be therefore 
Zthought to be injurious to Regal 
power, and the otber(though claim- 
Zing in the ſame manner )not to be 


W- 


*1njurious. 
| XI. Thirdly, the Miniſterial po- 
Zwer, 1n that which 1s common to 
Biſhops with their fellow-Presby- 
ters, viz. the Preaching of the VVord 
land adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
k ments, @-c. is confelled to be from 
Heawen andof God ; and yet no 
prejudice at all conceived to be 
2done thereby to the Regal Power : 
?becaule the Miniſters who exerciſe 
'!that power are the Kings ſubjeds, 
[and are alſo in the executing of 
{{thole very a&s that are proper to. 
Z their Miniſterial funGions to be ]1- 
Emited and ordered by the Kings 
EEcclefiaſtical Lawes, A man might _ 
. there- 


i 
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therefore juſtly wonder, ( butt 
thatit isno new thing tofind in the# 
bag of ſuch Merchants, as we have? 
now to deal with, ponds 9 pon: 7 
dus, ) how it ſhould come to an | 
that the Epiſcopal Power, in that}! | 
wich is peculiar to Biſtops above: 
other their brethren in the Mini: q 
ſtery, viz. the Ordaining of Prieſts 
and Deacons and the managing of! 
the Keyes, cannot be laid to beof|: | 
God, but it muſt be forthwith |! 
condemned to be highly derogas| i 
tory to the Regal Power: not>'! 
withſtanding the Biſhops acknow: | 
leige themſelves as freely as any |: 
others whoſoever, to be the Kings | 
ſubjeSis, and ſubmit themſelves, |. 
with as much willingneſs (I dare 
ſay, and ſome Presbyterians | 
know I ſpeak but the truth) as | 
the meaneſt of their fellow-Mini- | | 
ſters do, to be limited in exerct- | 


{ing 
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J | fing the proper AGs of their 
5 Epiſcopal Fundions by ſuch 
4 Lawes as have been by Regal 
: 3 Power eſtabliſhed in this Realm. 
$ ] The King doth no more chal- 
| | lenge to himſelfe as belong- 
|7 ing to him by vertuc of his S#- 
|} premacy Eccleſiaſtical, the power 
| of Ordaining Miniſters, Excom- 
| 
, 


[| municating {candalous offenders, 
] or doing any other a& of Epiſco- 
) palOffice in his own perſon; then 
2 he doth the power of Preaching, 
i] adminiiſtring the Sacraments, or 
I: doing any other a& of Miniſterial 
F office in his own perſon : but leav- 
! eth the performance of all ſuch 
F «ts of either ſort unto ſuch per- 
_ 2s the ſaid {:veral reſpective 
{ powers do of divine rigit belong 
unto; viz. of the one fort to the 
$—+A and of the other to all 
Preiſts, Yet doth the King by 
virtue 
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virtue of that Supremacy, chal. 
lenge a power as belonging unto # 
him in the right of his Crown, 
to make Lawsas well concerning 
Preaching, adminiltring the Sacra- | 
' ments, and other aGs belonging |! 
to the funGion of a Prieſt, as con- |: 
cerning Ordination of Miniſters , 
proceedings in matters of Eccle- 
ſiaFical cognilance in the Spirztu- |: 
al Courts, and other a&s belong: |* 
ing to the fundtion of a B:iſbop. To |: 
which Lawes, as well the Prieſts |): 
as the Biſhops, are ſubje&, and |! 
ought to ſubmit to be limited and |: 
regulated thereby in the exerciſe of | 
thole their ſeveral reſpe&tive Po- |: 
wers , their claim to a Jus diwvi- | 
zum, and that their ſaid ſeveral Þ 
Powers are of God, notwithſtand- 
ing. I demand then: As to the 
Regal Power, is not the caſe of th 
Biz 
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fer and of the Miniſters every 
ie/ alike? Do they nor both pre- 
” tend their Powers to be of God? 
Y And are they not yet forall that 
I borh bound 1n the exerciſe of thoſe 
powers to obey the King and his 
| Laws?Is there notclearly the fame 
! reaſon of both? How then com- 
;cth it to pals, that theſe are pro- 
| nounced innocent, and thole guil- 
ty? Can any chiok God will 
- wink at ſuch foul partiality? or 
2 account them pare with the bag of . 
1 deceitful weights ? 
3 XII, Fourthly, that there can 
be no fear of any danger to a- 
Jriſe e to the prejudice of the Res» 
[gal power from the opinion that 
: | Biſhops are jure : divino, unleſs 
2 that opinion ſhould be ſtretched 
Zto one of theſe two con\{lruftions: 
101%, as if it were intended e1- 
_ther 1, that all tbe Power which 
; Bz, 


; b 
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Biſbops have legally exerciſed inf 
Chriſtian Kingdomes did belong | 
to them as of divine right 3 or 2 :| 
that Biſhops living under Chriftian® 
Kings, might at leaſt exercile ſo 71 
much of their power as is of divine |} 3 
right after theic own pleaſure, |if 
without,or even againſt the Kings 
leave, or without relpe&t to zhe|!\ 
Laws and CuStomes of the Realm, | 
Neither of which is any part of|it 
our meaning. All power, to thefi 
exercile whereof our Brſhops have| 1 
retended, cometh under one of|Þ! 
the two heads : of Order, or of? C( 
Furiſdiction. The Power of Order F 
eonfiſteth partly in apes, 
the word and other offices of pub-# 
lique V Vorſhip : ; common to them|® ; 
with their fellow-Miniſters, wy 
Iy in Ordaining Preiſts and Deacons 
admitting them to their Particular}Þ] 
Care} | 
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Cares, and other things of like 
Jnature » peculiar to them alone. 
The power of Juriſdiction is 
Reither Internal in retaining and 
Iremicting {105 #x foro conſcientie, 
common to them alſo (for the ſub- 
*fance of the authority, though 
{with ſome difference of degree,) 
[with other Miniſters: or External 
|for the outward government of 
lt [the Church in ſome parts thereof 
[{peculiar to them alone, For that 
external power is either DireGive 
(pa preſcribing rules and orders 
{| 
rl 


to thoſe under their juriſdictions, 
and making Canons and Conflituti- 
ns to be obſerved by the Church; 
whercin the inferior Clergy by heir 
T | poi 4G: in Convocation 
| ave their votes as well as the 
s|Biſhops; and both dependently 
upon the King (for they cannot 

F ' either 
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either mect without his VVrit, or 
treat without his Commiſſzon, off 
eftabliſÞ without his Royal Aſſent:)8 | 
' or Fudiciary and Coercive, in giv-2 
ing ſentence. z# foro exteriori in ! 
matters of Eccleſiaſtical cogni:}; 
ſance, Excommunicating, Finmg, | 
Impriſoning offenders,and the like,!* 
| Of thele powers ſome branches,|? 
not onely in the exerciſe thereof, 
but even in the very ſubſtance ofjz 
the Power it ſclfe, (as namely that}? 
of external juriſdiction coercive,) 
are by the Laws declared, and b [ 
the Clergy acknowledged to be, 
wholly andentirely derived from? 
the King, as the ſole fountain of * 
all authority of external Furiſ: 
diction whether: Spiritual or Tem; 
poral within the Realm3 and 
conſequently [not of divine right] 
Ochor-dome, alchough the ſub; 
Nancy? 
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ſtance of the power it ſelf be im- 
mediately from God and not fron 
the King, as thole of Preaching, 
Ordaining, Abſolving @c. Yet 
are they ſo ſubje& to be inhibited, 
limited, or otherwiſe regulated 
in the outward exerciſe of that 
power by the Laws and Cuftomes 
of the Land, as that the whole 
execution thereof ſtill depend: 
eth upon the Regal Authority, 
And how can the groſs of that 
Power be prejudicial to the Kin 
or bis Supremacy, whereot all the 
1 parts are confeſled either to be 
} derived from him, cr not to be 
'? executed without him ? | 

XII, Fiftbly,that if Epiſcopa- 
4 cy muit be therefore concluded. 
2 to be repugnant to Monarchy, 
2 becauſe it claimeth to be of di- 
1 vine Right : then muſt Monarchs 
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either ſuffer within their domi- 
nions no form of Charch- gowern- 
ment at all (and then will Charch, 


and with it Religion, ſoon fall to 


the ground;) or elle they muſt 


dcvilte ſome new model of Gowern- |. 
ment, ſuch as never was yet uſcd | 


or challenged in any part of the 
Chriſtian world 3 ſince no form 
of Government ever yet uſed, or 
challenged, bur hath claimed to a 
Tus divinum as well as Epiſcopacy : 


yea, may fay truly, every one of 


them with far more noiſe, though 


with far leſs reaſon then Epiſcopa- 


cy hath done. And therefore of 3 


arr Hey" 
. . 


what party ſoever the objeGors | 


are, ( Papiſts, Presbyterians, or 


Independents ) they ſhew them- 
{elves extreamly Partial againſt 
the honeſt Regular ProteStant 3 in 


condemning him asan enemy to 
Re- 
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to REG AL Power. 3g 
Regal Power for holding that in 
his way, which (if it be jultly 
chargeable with ſuch a crime, 
themſelves holding the very ſame 
in their ſeveral wayes, are every 
vwhiras deeply guilty of, as he, 
XIII. Lafily, that this their 


| partialityis by lo much the more 


inexcuſable, by how much the 
true Engliſh Proteſtant tor his 
governmert not cnely hath a 
berrer title to a Jus divinum then 
any of the other three hive for 


| theirsz buralfo pleadeth the ſame 
| with more caution and modeſty, 


'! then any of chem do. Which of 


” the four iretenders iiath the beſt 


title, isno part of the buſiaels we 
are now abour, The tryal of that 
will reſt upon the ſtrength of the 
arguments that are brought to 


' maintain it : wherein the Presby- 


D 2 terians 
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terians perhaps will not find any | 
very great advantage beyond yy ; 
reſt of thoſe that contelt for it. 
But let the right be where it will © : 
' be; we will for the preſent ſup- * 
pole them all to have equal title | 
(and thus far indeed theyare equal, 
that every one taketh his own to * 
be beſt: ) and ir ſhall ſuffice to |: 
ſhew,that the Tus Divinum is plea- |: } 
ded by the Epiſcopal party with |. 
more calmenels and moderation, E 
and with leſs derogation from Res: |: 
gal Dignity, then by any other of | 
the three. [3 
XV. For Firſt, the reſt when * 
they ſpake of Jus Divinum in re- 
ference to their ſeveral waves of _ 
Church-Gowernment, take it in the _ 
higheſt elevation, in the firſt and | 
ſtricteſt ſenſe. The Papiſt groun- - 
deth the Popes Occumenical Swpre- | 
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macy upon Chrilts command, to 
Peter to execute it, and to all the 
Flock of Chriit ( Princes allo as 
* well asothers ) to fubmit to him 

'as their univerſal Paſtor The 
Presbyterian crycth up his Model 
of Government and Diſcipline , 
(though mintedin the /aſt by-gon 
Century, ) as the wery ſcepter of 
Chrifis Kingdome, whereunto all 
Kings are bound to ſubmit theirs ; 
making it as unalterable and ine- 
vitably neceſſary to the being ot a 
Church, as the Word and Sacra- 
ments are. The Independent Sepa= 
ratiſt alſo, upon that grand prin- 
ciple of Paritaniſme common to 
him with the Presbyterian (the ve- 
ry root of almoſt all the SeGs in the 
world) oi% That nothing is to be 
ordered in Church-matters, other, 
or otherwile then Ehriſt hath ap- 
D 3 pointed 
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pointed in his Word; boldeth 


that any company of people ga- 
thered together by mutual con- 
ſentin a Church-way 1s Fare Di- 
wino free and abſolute within it 
ſelf, to govern it ſelf by ſuch rales 
as it ſhall judge agreeable to Gods 
Word, without dependence up- 
on any but Chriſt Feſus alone, or 
jubjection to any Prince, Prelate, 
or other human perſon or Conſiſto- 
ry whatſoever. All thele you ſee 
do not onely claim to a J#s Di. 
vPinum,and that of a very high na- 
ture ; butin ſetting down their 0- 
pinions weave in ſome expreſſes 
rending to the diminution of the 
Eccleſuaſtical Supremacy of Princes, 
Whereas the Epiſcopal party, net- 
ther meddle with the power of Prin- 
ces, nor are ordinirily very for- 
yard to preſs the Fus Divinum , 

| but 
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but rather purpoſely decline the 
mentioning of it, as a term ſub- 
jet to miſconſtruction (as hath 
been ſaid) or elle fo interpret it , 
as not of neceſlity to import any 
more then- az Apoſtolical inſtituti- 
on. Yet the Apoſtles authority in 
that inſtitution, being warranted 
by the example, and (as they doubt 
not) the dire&ion of their Maſter 
Teſus Chriſt,they worthily eſteem 
co be ſo reyerend and obligatory; 
as that they would not for a world 
have any handin, or willingly and 
deliberately contribute the leaſt 
aſſeſt ance towards ( much leſs bind 
themſelves by ſolemn League and 
Covenant toendeawour ) the extirpa- 
tion of that Government ; bur ra- 
ther on the contrary hold them- 
ſelves in their conſciences obli- 
ged, to the uttermoſt of their po- 
D 4 wers 
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wers to endeavour the preſervation 
and continuance thereof in theſe 
Churches, and do heartily wiſh the 
reſtitution and eſtabliſhment of 
the ſame, whereloever it 7s not , 
or whereloever it hath becn here- 
cofore ( under any whatſoever 
pretence)) unhappily laid aſide, or 
aboliſhed. | 

XVI. Secondly, the reſt (not by 
remote iaferences, but) by immedi - 
ate and zatural deduGion out of 
their own acknowledged princi- 
ples, do ſome way or other deny 
the Kings Supremacy in matters Ec< 
clefiaftical : either claiming a pow- 
er of Fariſdifion over him , or 
pleading a priviledge of Exemptj- 
on from under him. The Papiſts 
do it both wayes ; in their ſeveral 
dodrines of the Popes Supremacy , 
and of the Exemption of the Clergy. 

The 
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The P uritanes of both ſorts, who 
{ think they have ſufficiently confu- 
J red every thing they have a mind 
ro miſlike, if they have once pro- 
Jnounced it Popiſh and Antichriſti- 
an, do yet herein ( as In very maz= 
ny other things, and ſome ofthem 
Jof the moſt dangerous conſe- 
quence) ſymbolize with the Paz 
Ipiſts, and after a fort divide that 
Z branch of Antichriſtianiſme whol- 
Ely between them: The Presbyteri- 
ans claiming to their Conſiſtories 
Jas fall and abſolute ſpiritual 7z-. 
|riſdifion over Princes, ( with po- 
wer even to excommunicate them, 
if they ſhall ſee cauſe for it,) as 
|the Papiſts challenge to belong to 
the Pope : And the Independents 
exempting their Congregations 
from all ſpiritual ſubje&:on to 
them, in as ample manner, as the 


Paz 


Papiſts do their Clergy. Whereas 
the Engliſh ProteSFant Biſhops and 
Regular Clergy, as becometh good 


Chriſtians and good Subje&s , dof! 
neither pretend to any Furiſdifi-| 
on ovet the Kings of England, nor}: 
withdraw their ſubje&zon from| 
them: but acknowledge them to|' 
have Soweraign Power over them, |: 
as well as over their other ſub-| 


Je&s z and that in all matters Ec- 
cleſiaſtical as well as Temporal, By 


all which it 1s clear , that the Fur 
Divinum of Epiſcopacy, as it i 
maintained by thoſe they call 
(ftylo nowo ) the Prelatical party| 
in England, is not an opinion off 
ſo dangerous a nature, nor ſo de-| 
rogatory to the Regal Powers, as| 
a 


bes ( 
> 
X 

GC] 


the Advetlaries thereof would 
make the world believe it 1s: but 


that rather, of all the forms of 
Church- 
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5 Þ Church-government that ever yet 
I were endeavoured to be brought 
ifinto the Churches of Chriſt, it is 
the moſt innocent in that behalf, 


Ht res a 


|: Þ 
'} THE II. SECTION 


In «Anſwer to the later 
Objettion. 


[1] JAving thus cleared the O- 
| pinion held concerning E- 
/ piſcopacy in the Church of i ng 
; land trom the crime unjuſtly char- 
/ged upon it by the Adverlaries, 
/ ( but whereof in truth themlclves 
| are deeply guilty ) in their former 
| ObjeHion : our next buſineſs will 
be the caficr, to juſtifie it io the 
Pra- 
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PraGiſe alſo from the like charge 
laid againſt it in the later Objec-F 
tion, by ſhewing that tbe Juriſdic-| 
tion exerciſed by the Biſhops with. 
in this Realm,(and namely 1n that| 
particular which the Obpector|| 
urge with molt vehemency, of} 
acting 10 many things zz their own| | 
2ames, ) 15no way derogatory to}! 
the Kings Majeſties Power or Ho. 
our. Wherein it were enough}. 
for the ſatisfaftion of every un- 
derſtanding 1nan, without de:-Þ 
ſcending to any farther particula:| 
rities, to ſhew the impertinency|/ 
of the Objectors from thele two ge-|. 
neral Conſiderations, | 

I, Firſt that the Biſhops have} 
exerciſed no FuriſdiGion in foro 
exteryo Within this Realm, butt 
ſuch as hath been granted unto 
them by the ſucceflive Kings of þ 
Eng-| 
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| England neither have challeng- 
"FE edany ſuch Juriſdiction to belong 
| unto them by any inherent right 
'ortitle in their perſons or Callings, 
|; but onely by emanation and de- 
t! rivation from the Royal Authority. 
ll The very words of the Statute 
| 


| primo, Edw, 5. in the objection 
| mentioned run thus, Seeing that 
all authority of Juriſdiction Spi- 
| ritual and Temporal is derived and 
| deduSted from the Kings Majeſty 
| as Supream bead--and ſo juſtly acz 
| Lnowledged by the Clergy of the ſaid 
'Þ Realms, and that all Courts Eccle- 
+ fraftical be kept by no other power or 
|! authority either forraige or within 
| the Realms, but by the authority of 
bis mo$t Excellent Majeſty @vc, 
| Now the regular cxercile of a 
Derived power 1s10 far from de- 
| Sroying, or any way diminiſhing 
| that 
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that Original power from whence Þ 
ic 1s derived, as that it rather con- Þ 
firmeth and eſtabliſheth the ſame. | 
Yea, the further ſuch derived |: 
power is extended and enlarged| 
in the exerciſe thereof, ſo as it || 
be regular, (that is, ſo long asit|]' 
containeth it ſelf within the}! ! 
bounds of its grant,and exceed: ||! 
eth not the limits prefixed there- || \ 
unto by that Original power that || 
granted it) the more it ferveth to |” 
ſet forth the honour and greatnel; y 

; 

0 

( 


of that Original power ; ſince the | | 
vertue of the efficient Cauſe 13 beſt | 
known by the greatnels of the | 
effe& : tor propter quod unumquod: | 
que eſt tale, illud ipſum 'eſt magis ik 
tale. As the warmth of the room jb 
doth not leſſen the heat of the* 
fire upon the hearth, buris rather | © 
a ſigne of the greatneſs of that | 
heat: | 
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Þ heat: nor doth the abundance of 
ſap in the branches cauſe any 
! abatement in the root, but 1s 
rather an evident demonſtration 
|} of the greater plenty there, 

i IIl, Secondly, that it 1s one of 
the greateſt follies in the world, 
to endeavour 1n good earneſt to 
| maintain any thing by argument 
| when we have the evidence of 
| Sexce or Experience to the contraz 
| ry. For what is it cum ratione 
| inſazire, 1 this be not? To deny 
| fire to be hot, or water to be 
| moiſt, or ſnow to be white; when 
| oar ſences enform usthey are ſuch? 
[Or to prove by argument that 
| life may be perpetuated by the 
help of art and good dyet, or 
that infants are capable of faith 
| or 2nſtruHion by ordinary means 3 
| when Experience ſhewcth the con- 
| trary: 
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trary, Now the Experience of a:| 
bove fourſcore years, ever finceÞ 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth 
Raign, doth make it 'molt evi: 
dent, that the exerciſe of Epiſ-| 
copal Furiſdiciion by the Pro. | 
reſtant Biſhops here, was ſo fat 
from diminiſhing the power, orf! 
eclipling the glory of the Crown, | 
tht the Kings and Oueens of Eng: ; 


land never enjoyed their Rod 

ower 1n a fuller meaſure, of 
flouriſhed with greater luſtre, he 
nour and proſperity, then when 
the Biſbops (by their favour) en- 
Jjoyed the full liberty of thei 
Courts, juriſdictions, honours ani} 
priviledges according to an: 


cient grants of former Kings and} 


the Lawes and Cuſtomes of Eng} 
land. On the other fide; in what| 
condition of power and honow| 


(other: | 
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(ctherwiſe then in the hearts of 
his oppreſſed Subjec: s) cur moſt 
pious and gractous Soweraign 
that now 1s hath ſtood, and at 
this preſent ſtandech, through 
the prevalency of the Sme&ymnuan 
Faction , ever {ince they had the 
opportunity and forehead from 
lopping ott (as was at firſt pre- 
rended) ſome [uxuriant ſuper- 
ſluities (as they at leaſt imagined 
them ro be ) in the branches of 
Fpilcopal Juriſdiction ( as High 
Commiſſt on, Oath ex officio, XC. ) co 
proceed to take away Epiſcspacy 
it (elf Root and Branch: it were a 


| happy thing tor us, if the Iamen- 
; table Experience of theſe Jate 
| Times would ſufter us to be 1gn0- 


rant, So as we now look upon 
that ſhort Aphariſme {o ulual with 


E BI- 
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BISHOP, NO KING} 
not as a ſentence onely full of pres 
ſent trath when it was uttered; but 
rather as a ſad prophecy of future | 
events, fince come to paſs. The || 
miſeries of theſe waſting diviſt- | 
ons both in the Charch and Com: | 
m10n-wealth we cannot with any |: 
reaſon hope to ſee an end of, un- |! 
til it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God 
in his infinite mercy to a ſinful na- 
tion, to reſtore them both ( King | 
and Bifbops) to their Antient, Juſt | 
and Rightful power: and in order | 
thereunto graciouſly to hear the | 
weak prayers of a ſmall opprelled | 
Party, (yet coming from Joyal | 
bearts, and going zot out of feigned | 
lips) beyond the loud crying Per- | 
Juries, Sacriledges, and Oppreſſrons | 
of thoſe that now exercile an Ar- | 
bitrary Soveraignty over their fel- | 
low | 
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| low Subjects without either Fu- 
| ſlice or Mercy, together with the 
 abominable hypocriſie and diſloy- 
! alty that hath ſo long raigned in 
? them and their adherents, 
! IV. Thoſe two general Confi- 
: q derations although they might (as 
! I ſaid ) ſuffice ro take away the 
| force of the Obje<lion , withour 
| rroubling our (elves, or the Rea 
: | der with an farther anſwer 
| therennto : yet that the ObjeAors 
| may not have the leaſt occaſion 
| given them to quarre] the pro- 
| cecdings, as if we did purpolely 
: decline a juſt tryal , we ſhall come 
{up a little cloler, and examine 
| more particularly every material 
| | point, in the order 2s they lye in 
' Þ the Obje&ion atorclaid, And the 
| Points are three, 
| 21, That the manner ufed by 
EE 2 the 


52 FEpiſcopacy not Prejudicial 
the Biſhops ,in ſending out their 
Summons, @c, in their own 
names, 1s contrary to the form 
and order of other Courts. 

2, That ſuch forms of Proceſs | 
ſeem to have at firſt proceeded 
from the Uſurped power of the | 
Biſhops of Rome, who laboured |: 
by all poſſible means to bring | 
down the Regal Power, and ſet | 
up their own. : 

3-. That upon theſe very grounds || 
the cuſtome wasaltered by 4& | 
of Parliament, and a Statute þ 
made 1, Ewd. VI. ( howloeverÞ 
fince repealed and diſcontinu- | 
ed, ) that all Proceſſes t ccleſuu. | 

fiical ſhould be made in the} 
Kings name, and not in the Br | 
ſhops, f 
V. As to the firſt point, truch 
it is that the manner uſed by the 
Bi-| 
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B. ſhops in the Eccleſraſtical Courts, 
(viz,in iſſuing out Summons, Cita- 
tions , Proceſſes, giving Tudgments 
&c. 1n their own names, and not 
in the Kings, is different from 
the manner uled in the Kings 


| Bench, Exchequer, Chancery, and 
[ ſundry other Courts. But that 
/ difference neither doth of neceſli- 


ty import an zandependency of the 


| Eccleſiaſtical Courts upon the King, 
| nordidinall probability ariſe at 


the beginning from the opinion of 
any ſuch zndependency ; nor ought 
in reaſon to be conſtrued as a diſ- 
acknowledgement of the Kings au- 
rhority and Supremacy Eccleſiaſti- 

cal, For 
VI. Firſt there is between ſuch 
Courts as are the Kings own im- 
mediate Courts, and ſuch Courts 
as are not, a grear difference in 
E 3 this 
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this poin t, Ofthe he former ſort are 


elpecially the Kings Bench and | 
Chancery : as allo the Courts of Þ 
Common Fleas, Exchequer , Iuftices F 
of Goal-delivery &-c. In the Kings | 
Bench the Kings themſelves in for- | 
mer times have often perſonally late; 
whence it came to have the name 
of the Kings Bench ; neither was it 
cyed to any particular place, bur 
followed the Kings Perſon. At this 
dzy allo all Writs returnable there 
run in this ſtyle, Coram nobis, and 
not ( as in ſome other Courts) co- 
ram Iuſtitiariis noftris or the like : 
and all judicial Records there are 
{tylcd, and the Pleas there holden 
entred, Coram Rege, and not coram 
Inſtitiariis Domini Regis . Ap- 
peals alſo are made from inferiour 
Iudges in other Courts to the 
King iz Chancery 3 becaule in the 

CON- 
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conſtruction of the Lawes the 
Kings Perſonal Power and Preſence 
is ſuppoſcd to be there: and there- 
fore Sub-panas granted out of 
that Court, and all matters of 


 Recordpaſled there run in the ſame 


ſtyle Coram Rege &-c. Foralmuch 
asIn the Indges in theſe two Courts 
there 15 a more iminediate re- 
preſentation of the Kings Perſonal 
power and preſence, then in the 


Tudges of thoſe other Courts of 


Common Pleas, Exchequer, @Xc. 
Which yet by reaſon of his1mme- 
diate virtual power and preſence 
are the Kings zmmediate Courts 
too. In regard of which his im- 
mediate wirtnal power, although 
the ſtyle of the Writs and Re- 
cords there be not Coram nobis , 
Coram Rege, as in the former, but 
onely Coram TuStitiariis, Goran 
E 4 Ba: 
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Baronibus noftris , @vc. yet inas- 
much as the Iudges in thoſe Courts 
are the Kings immediate ſworn Mi- 
nifters to execute jullice, and to 
do equal right to all the Kings 
eople in his name, therefore all 
Proceſſes, Pleas, AGs and Indge- 
ments are made and done in thoſe 
Courts, as well as in the two for: 
mer,z2 the Kings name. But in ſuch 
 Comts as do not ſuppole any 
{uch zmmediate Repreſentation or 
preſence of the Kings either per- 
onal or wirtual Power, as that 
thereby they may be holden and 
takento be the Kings own immed;: 
ate Courts, the caſe is far other: 
wile. For neither are the Indges in 
thoſe. Courts ſworn the . Kings 


I::dges, to adminiſter Juſtice and 
do right to the Kings ſubjes in 
bis name and flead : nor do they 

take 
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| take upon them the authority, to 
| cite any perſon, or to give any 

| ſentence, or to do any a& of Juri- 

{diction in the Kings name; having 
I never been by him authorized (o 
ms do. Of this tort are amongſt 

others ( beſt known to them that 
Jare skilled in the Laws of this 
[Realm ) all Courts- Baron held by 

the Lord of a Manner, Cauſtomary 
Con ts of Copybolders,ch«c and ſuch 

[Courts as are held by the Kings 
Agrant, by Charter to ſome Corpo- 
| view, as to a City, Borough, or 
'X ED or els by long ulage 
Land preſcription of time. In all 
Iwhich Courts, and if there be any 
Zother of like nature, Summons are 
tifſued our, and Fudgements given, 
and all other A&s and Proceedings 
'made and done in the name of 
luch perſons as have chief authos 


rity 
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rity in the ſaid Courts, and not up 
the name of he King : So as theſſ 
ſtyles run thus, A. B, Major civiſ 
_ Ebor. N. M. Cancellarius UV.| 
niverſitatis Oxon.and the like 3 andſ | 


not Carolus Dei gratia, @&c. 3 
VII. Upon this ground it if. 
that our Lawyers tell us out eff. 
Bra&on, that tn caſe of Baſtar k 
dy to be certified by the Biſhop | ; 
no inferjour Cort, as any, . 
Yorke, Norwich, or any other In.Þ 
corporation can write to «ll 
Biſhop to require him to certify:|| 
but any of the Kings Courts a} 
Weſtminſter (as Common Pleas, | | 
Kings Bench @xc.) may write toſ| 
him to certify in that caſe. Theſ 
reaſon is, Becauſe Nullus alins pre-||| 


Ut 
1 
ter Regem poteſt Epiſcopo deman-| [1 
[1 
j 


dare inquiſitionem faciendan. Which | 
maketh it plain that the King | 
zi- | 
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| inmediate power (either perſonal, 
| or virtual) is by the Law ſuppoſed 
[to be preſent in Courts of the one 
; a not of the other : the one 


Lad the other not. 
VIII. Now that the Eccleſraftical 
f{}) Courts wherein the Biſhops exerciſe 
{their Juriſdiction, are of the latter 
| ſort, [ doubt not but our Law- books 
[will afford plenty of arguments 
to prove it, b:yond all poſlibilicy 
1 jof contradiction or cavil. Which 
[being little verſed in thole ſtudies 
[I leave for them to find out who 
have leiſure to ſearch the books, 


[bounds of the yr" Courts with- 
in this Realm. Ore argument there 
{1s, very obvious to cvery under- 
'o |Randing, (which becauſe I ſhall 


- | have 
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have fit occaſion a little after to 
declare, I will not now any 
longer inſiſt upon,)) taken from 
the nature of the Furiſdidion off 
theſe Courts fo far diſtant from|/ 
the Furiſdidion appertaining to 
thoſe other Courts, that theſe are| 
notoriouſly ſeparated and in| 
Common and vulgar ſpeach di-| 
{tinguiſhed from all other by the 
peculiar name and appellation of 
the Spiritual Courts, But another 
Argument, which thoſe books] 
have ſuggeſted, I am the more 
willing here to produce, for thatÞ 
It not only ſufficiintly provetbÞ 
the matter now in hand, but is] 
allo very needful to be better 
known abroad in the world then | 
it is, for the removing of a very} 
 #mjuſt cenſure, which meerly forf 
_ want of the knowledge of | 
5 trut 
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| zrue ve cauſe, hath been laid upon 
'| | the Biſbops in 'one particular, to 
| their great wrong and prejudice. 
| It hath been much talked on, nor 
; _ by the Common ſort of people, 
/ but by ſome perſons allo of better 
cf | rank and underitanding, and im- 
nþ | puted to the Bi(bops as an ad of 
| very high infolency, that in their 
Proceſſes, Patents, Commiſſzons, 
i | Licences, and other Inſtruments 
| whereunto their Epiſcopal Seafe 
;þ is affixed, ſo oft as they have oc- 
| | cafi 10n to mention themſelves, the 
| Style runneth ever more zz thePly- 
1þ ral number | Nos G. Cantuar. Ar« 
| chiepiſcopus, Coram nobis, Salvg 
| nobis-- @&c.] juſt as it doth 1n his 
| Majeſties Letters Patents and 
| Commiſſions: thereby ſhewing 
| themlelyes (lay they) as if they 
| were his Fellows and Equals, All 
this 
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this great noiſe and clamour a- Þ 
gainſt the pride of the Biſhops upon Þ# 
this ſcore, proceedeth (as I ſaid)F 

meerly from the ignorance of the 

true original cauſe and ground of | 
that innocent and aneient uſage; | 
and therefore cannot ſignify much Þ! 
to any reaſonable and conſidering | 
man , when that - ground is dil: | 
covered : which is this, viz, that F 
every Biſhop isin conſtruction of | 
ohr Laws 4 Corporation, For al: Þ 
though the Biſhop of himſelfe and | 
in bis private and perſonal capacity 
be but « ſengle perſon as other men 
are, and accordingly in his letters 
concerning his own particular 
affairs, and in all other his a:#:ngs 
upon his own occaſions and as 4 
private perſon writeth of himſelfe 
11 the ſingular number,as other pri- 


vate men do; yet for as much as 
in 


——— 
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ul in his publike and politick capacity, 
n and as a Biſhop in the Church of 
)PEngland, he ſtandeth in the eye 
e of the Law as « Corporation ; the 
f : King not only alloweth him ac- 
ling in that capacity, to write of 
Lhimſelfe in the plural number, but 
tin all writs directed to him?as 
BiſÞop (a9 1 in P reſentations, and the 
| like) beipeaketh him in the plu- 
f Þral number { Veſtre Dieceſis, wobis 
| preſentamus GX, ] The Biſhop then 
| | being a Corporation, and that b 

 F the Kings authority, as all other 
| | Corporations(whether Simple or Ag- 
| gregate, whether by Charter or Pre- 
| ſcription) are : it is meet he ſhould 
hold his Ceurts, and proceed 
| therein in the ſame manner and 
| form ( where there is no ap- 
parent reaſon to the contrary) as 
| other Corporations do, And there- 
fore 
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fore as it would be a high pre- 
ſumption for the Chancellour and} 
Scholars of one of the Univerſi:F 
ties, being a Corporation, tof 
whom the King by his Chariterf 
hath granted a Court, or for the} 
Major and Aldermen of a Gity forf 
the lame reaion, to iſſue Writs off 
do other a&s in their Courts in} 
the Kings name, not having atyf 
authority from the King or his} 
grant, or from the Laws and| 
Cuſtoms of England ſo to do: lof 
douvtleſs it would for the ſamef 
reaſon be eiteemeda preſumption} 
no lets intolerable tor the Biſhops | 
to ule the Kings name in their 
proceſſes and judicial as, not} 
having any ſufficient legal war-f 

rant or authority for {o doing. 
I%, Which if it were duly 
conſidered, would induce any 
reaſon- 
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reaſonable man to beleive and 


| confeſle that this manner of pro- 
| ceeding 7 their own names uſed 
| by the Biſhops in their Courts, is 
ſo far from trenching upon the 
| Regal power and anthority, which 
15 the crime charged upon it by 
| the ObjeGors, that the contrary 
| uſoge (unleſs it were enjoyned 


by ſome Law of the Land, as it 


| was 1n the Raign of King Edward 
the Sixth)might far more juſtly be 
| charged therewithal, For the 
| true reaſon of uſing the Kings 
| ame inany Conrt, is not thereby 
| to acknowledge the emanation 
| of the power or juriſdiction of that 
| Court from, or the ſubordination 


-| of that power unto, the Kings po= 


wer or authority, as the 0bjeciors 
ſceme to ſuppoſe; but rather to 
ſhew the ſame Conrt to be one of 

F the Kings 
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the Kings own immediate Courts, 
wherein the King himſelte is ſup- 
poſed (in the conſtrucion of the | 
Law) either by his perſonal or | 
virtual power to be preſent, And |þ 
the not uſing of the K ings name 1n | 
other Courts, doth not infer, as if Þþ 
the Judges of the ſaid Courts did 
not at by the Kings authority, |: 
(fot who can imagine that they | 
who hold s Court by virtue of the Þ 
Kings grant only, ſhould pretend | 
to aF by any other then his aus | 
thority ? ) but only that they are | 
no immediate repreſentatives of the | 
Kings perſon in ſuch their juriſ- |* 
dicion, nor have conſequently | 
any allowance from him to ule | 
bis name in the exerciſe or execu- þ{ 
tion thereof, | 

X. Secondly, there is another 
- obſervable difference in this | 
point, 
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point, between the Kzngs Com- 
mon-law-Courts, fuch as are moſt 


of thoſe afore-mentioned, and 
thoſe Courts that proceed accord- 
ing to the way of the Civil Law. 
[It tbe King appoint a Conſtable,or 
Earle-Marſhal, or Admiral of 
'England: for as much as all trys 
lals in the Marſhals Court (com- 
monly called the Court of Honour) 
and in the Admiraltyare according 
Ito the Civil Law , all Proceſſes 


therefore, Sentences, and AGs in 


. Fthoſe Courts go in the names of 
. [the Conſtable, Earle-Marſhal,or Ad: 


. Pmiral, and not in the Kings name. 


Which manner of proceeding 


| conſtantly uſed in thoſe Courts , 
; Ffith no man hitherto bath becn 


found to interpret, as any diminu- 


tion at all or di{-acknowlcdge- 


ment of the Kings Soveraignty Over 


F 2 the 
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the ſaid Courts : it were not pol. 
ſible the ſame manner of procee- 
ding in the Eccleſeaſtical Courts | : 
ſhould be ſo confidently: charged} 
with ſo heinous a crime, did not 
the intervention of ſome wicked | 
lift or other prevail with men of 
corrupt minds to become partial 
Judges of evil thoughts, ' Eſpecial: | 
Iy confidering that 2 
XI. Thirdly, there is yet a more *© 
ſpecial and peculiar reaſon to be 
given in the behalf of the BiſLops | 
for not uſing the Kings name inf 
their Proceſſes, @c. in the Eccles | 
aftical Courts, then can be givenÞt 
for the Fudges of any. other rhe 
above-mentioned Courts ( either ſ 
of the Common or Civil Laws) inf 
the ſaid reſpect 3 ariſing (as hath | 
been already in part touch- 
ed) from the different nature of 
their | 
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theic ſeveral reſpective Furiſdifli- 


ozws, Which is, that the flummons 
and other proceedings and acts in 
| the Eccleſeaſtical Courts are for the 
moſt part in order to the Eccleſea- 
| flical cenſnres and ſentences of Vx: 
| communication , @-c, The pniting 
| of which ſentences and other of 
| like kind, being a part of the po- 
wer of the Keyes which our Lord 
| Zeſus Chriſt thought fv to leave in 
the hands of bzs Apoſtles and their 
| Succeſſors,and not in the hands of 
| Lay-men, the Kings of England ne- 
| ver challenged to belong unto 
[ theinſelves : but left the exerciſe 
of that Power c:itirely to the Bi- 
Þſrops, as the lawful Succeſſors of 
the Apoſiles, and inheritours of 
their Power. Tie regulating and 
ordering of that power in ſundry 
carcamſtances concerning the out- 

= ward 
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ward exerciſe thereof in foro exter: 
0, the godly Kings of Englani 
have thought to. belong unto} 
them as #n the right of their Crown; 
and have accordingly made Lam! 
concerning the ſame, evenas they 
have done alſo concerning other 
matters appertaining to Religion 
and the worſbip of God. But the 
ſubſtance of that power, and the 
funFion thereof, as they ſaw it toff 
be altogether improper to their 
office and calling : ſo they never 
pretended or laid claim thereunf 
to. But on the contrary when byſ 
occaſion of the title of Swuprean 
Head, &vc. aſſumed by King Hen-| 
ry the Eighth,they were charged by 
the Papiſts for challenging to 
themſelves ſuch power and authori: 
ty ſpiritual; they conſtantly and 
openly diſavowed it to the whch 
world, 


world, renouncing all claim to any 
ſuch power.or authority: As 1s ma- 


. nifeſt ; notonely.from the allow. 


ed writings of many godly Biſhops, 
eminent for their learning in their 
ſeveral reſpective times, 1n vindi- 


cation of the Church of England 


from that calumny of the Papilts; 
as Archbiſhop Whitgift , Biſhop 
Bilſon , Biſhop Andrews , Biſhop 


| Carleton, and others : but allo by 


the InjunGions of Queen Elizaz 
beth, and the admonition prefixed 
thereunto; by the 37*** Art. of the 


Church of England required to be 


ſubſcribed by all that rake Orders in 


the Church, or Degrees in the U- 


niverfitiesz and by conſtant de- 
clared judgement and prafiice of 
the two late Kings of bleſſed me- 
mory, King Fames and Kang 
Charles the I'* They who thus cx- 
preſly 


to REGAL Power. 91 


O 
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preſly diſclaimed the medling with 
Spiritual Genſures and the power 
of the keyes, cannot be rationally Þ . 
| ſuppoled to have thought their | 


own preſence (cither perſonal or || 
virtual ) any way requiſite in the 
Courts where {ſuch Cenſures were | 
to be pronounced, and that po- | 


wer to be adminiſtred and exer- | 
ciſed: and therefore doubtleſs | 
could not deem it fit or pro- | 
- per , that in the juridical pro- | 
ceedings of ſuch Courts their names | 
ſhould be uſed, | 

XII. The ſecond point in the | 
charge obje&ed is, that this 
cullome uſed by the Biſhops in | 
acting all. things in the Eccleſiaſti- | 
cal Courts in their own names grew | 
at firſt from the exorbitant power 
of the Popes, who labourcd what 
they could to advance their own 

| great- | 
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greatneſs by exempting the Clergy 
from all ſubje&ion to Temporal 
Princes, and ſetting up an c_ 


| ftical power of Jurifdiction in 

| pendent upon 7 x Secular : and 

| that the Parliament had that ſence 

| of itin the Raign of King Edward 


the Sixth, as the words of the Sta- 
' tute made I. EdwardV I. for the 
| altering of the ſaid Cuſiome, do 
plainly intimate. 

| XIII, In which part of the 
| Charge there 1s at the moſt but 
 thas much of Truth. 1. That the 
Biſhops of Rome did not omit with 
| all ſedulity to purſue the grand 
| deſign of that See, which was to 
| bring all Chriſtian Princes into 
| ſubjection to it ſelf. 2. Thatall 
| the labouring for the Exemption of 
the Clergy from the Secular Po- 


| wers, was in order to that defign, 
| 3+ That 
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3- That the Biſhops manner of u- 


fing their own names in all: aCts of | 
their Furiſdifion, (looked upon 
alone and by zt ſelf without any 
confideration of the true reaſons | 
thereof) doth carry, by ſo much | 
the more,ſhew of ſerving the Pa- | 
pal Intereſt, then if they ſhould} 
doall in the King's Name, by how | 
much the acknowledging the | 
Kings Supremacy-Eccleſraftical is | 
leſs apparent therein, then in the | 
other. 4 That the want of ſuch | 
an expreſs acknowledgement of | 
the K ings Supremacy,together with | 
the jealouſies the State had in 
thoſe times over any thing that | 
might ſeem to further or favour | 
the aſurped Power of the Pope in | 
the leaſt degree ; might very pro- 
bably in this particular (as well | 
as it did in ſome other things Joc- | 

caſton 
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i 


caſion ſuch men as bear the grea- 
teſt ſway in managing the pub- 
lick affairs inthe beginning of that 
godly ( but young) Kzng's Raign, 
out of a juſt deteltation of the Pa- 


| pacy to endeavour overhaſtily the 


aboliſhing of whatſoever was 
with any colour ſuggeſted unto 
them to ſavour of Popery, withs 
out ſuch due examination of. the 
grounds of thoſe Suggeſtions as 
was requilite in a matter of 1o 
great importance. 

XIII, This is all we can (per 
haps more then we zeed) yield 
unto in this point of tbe Charge. 
But then there are ſome other 
things which we cannot cahily 
allent unto : as viz. 

1. That this cuſtome had un- 
doubtedly its original and growth 


from the Popes uſurped power, 
Which 
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Which as we think it impoſlible 
for them to prove; foit ſeemeth 
to us the leſs probable, becaulc | 
by comparing of this courſe uſed | 
in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts with the | 
practiſe of ſundry other Courts, 
ſome of like, ſome of different 
nature thereunto, we have al- 
ready ſhewed the true reaſons and 
grcunds of the difference between 
ſome Courts and otherſome in 
this particutar, 

2, That it is aragor rel:que of | 
Antichriſtian tyranny. Which we 
believe to be altogether untrue, 
Not only for the reaſons before 
ſpecificd, and for that the ſame | 
is done in {undry other Courts, | 
holden within thi: Realm without | 
any note of Antichriſtianiſme or 
Popery faſtened thereupon : but 
alio becauſe ichath been conſtanis 


ly 
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ly continued in this K ingdome (the 
ſhorc Raign of King Edward the 


- | Sixth only excepted) with the al- 


| lowance of all the Proteſtants Kings 


\ | and Queens of this Realm ever 


| fince the Reformation, Who, 


| although they be ever and anon 


' taxed by the Puritane-faGion (un- 
; juſtly and inſolently enough) for 
| want of a Throngh-Reformation, and 
leaving ſo much Popiſh traſh uns 
| purged in the point of worſhip 
| and Ceremonies: yet have not u- 
| ſually been blamed by that party 
| for being wanting to themlelyes 
| 1n vindicating to the uttermoſt 
| their Regal authority and Swpre- 
macy Eccleſiaſtical trom the uſurp- 
ed power of the Biſhops of Rome 
| In any thing wherein they con- 
| ceived it to be 1n any wile or de- 
| gree concerned, As alſo becauſe 
this 
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this manner of proceeding 1n the 
Courts EccleſiaStical hath been 
conſtantly and without ſcruple of | 
Conſcience or ſuſpition of Popery | 
uſed and practiſed by all our god- 
ly and Orthodoxe Biſbops ; even 
thoſe, who have been the moſt 
zealous maintainers of our Religion | 
againſt the Papifts, and ſuch as | 
have particularly written againſt 
the Antichriſtian tyranny of the 
Pove, or in defence of the Kings 
Supremacy in matters Ecclefiaſti- 
cal as Fewel, Bilſon, Abbots, 
Buckridge, Carleton, and many 
others, 

XV. But againſt all this that 
hath been ſaid, how agreeable to- 
cverit may ieem to t#rath and rea- 
fon, may be oppoſed the judge- 
ment of the whole Realm 1n 
P arliament (the Biſbops themlelves 

alſo 
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alſo then ſitting and voting as 
well as other the Lords and Com- 
on5s)in the firſt year of the Raign 


lof King Edward the Sixth, who 
thought fit by their A& to alter 
'the aforeſaid form, and that 
\upon the two aforeſaid grounds, 


| iz. that it was contrary to the 


form and order of the Commen 


Law-Courts, and according to the 


form and manner uſed in the 
time of the uſurped power of the 
| Biſhop of Rome. Which being 
the laſt and weighticſt point in 
| the Charge, is the more conſider- 
able, in that beſides its own 
ſtrength, it giveth alſo farther 
 {irengt] and confirmation to the 
| other two. 


XVI. But for anſwer unto this 


| argument drawn from the Jadge- 
| menbof the Parliament, as it is de- 


clared 
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claredin the Statute of :. Ed: 6, 
T would demand of the o4jector, 
where they place the chictltrengrh 
of the Argument : whether in the 
authority of the perſons (wiz, | 
the great Aſſembly of State con 
vencd in Parliament lo judging; | 
or in validity of thoſe reaſons, | 
which led them fo to judge. If 
in this later, their judgmert can | 
weigh no more, then the reaſons | 
do whereon itis built; the frailty 
whereof we have already examin-| 
ed and diſcovered. It in the 4u-| 
thority of the Judges; we lay} 
m the ballance againſt ir the yudg-| 
ment of the Kingdome in allih:| 
Parliaments after the deceale off 
King Edward tor above fouricore 
years together : the firſt whereot| 
repeated that Statute; and none of 
thoſe that followed (for oughrap- 

peareth 


"” _ 
_ 
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peareth to us} ever went about 
ro revrvelt. 


XVII, Ifit ſhall be faid firſt, 


«| That the enacting of that Statute 
| by King Edward was done in orcer 
| tothe farther aboliſhing of Pope- 
| ry, and the perfecting of the Re- 
| formation begun by his Father : I 
| anlwer, that as1t was a very Pt1- 
| ous care,and of fingular example 
| 1n ſo young a Prince, to intend and 
| endeavour the reformation of Relis 
| gon and the Church within his 
| Realms ( for which even at this 


day we have cauic to acknowledge 
the good providence of Almighty 


| Godin railing him up to Pecome 


{o blefſed an inſtrument of his glo- 
ry and our good : ) fo on the orher 


ſide we cannot doubt but that the 


buſineſs of Reformation under him 


was Carried on with ſuch mixture 
G of 
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of private ends and other human 

railties and aftections, as arc ulu- 
ally incident into the enterpriſias 
of orcat affairs, eipecially luch as 
cannot be efte&ed without the 
aſſiſtance of many Inflruments. All 
of which in lixclyhood being not 
of one judgement and temper, but 
having their {everal znclinations, 
paſſions and intereſis with great 
dittercnce 3 the produd# of their 
endeavours ( whatſoever ſincerity 
there were in the zntentzons of the 
firſt mover ) mult needs be 1uch, 
as the conſtitution of the mot pre- 
walent inſtruments einployed in the 
work would permit it to be, 
The very name of Reformation of | 
Religion and manners, and of oba- 
{cs crept into the Church or Com- 
mon-wealth,carrieth with ita great 
deal ot outward glory and Juſtre, 


filling 
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filling the hearts of men with ex - 
peStations of much ha ppincls toen- 
fue, and in that hope is evermore 
entertained with general applaule, 
eſpecially of the vulgar ſort : be- 
cauſe men look up-n it as it were 
in the Idea, ( that 1s to lay, asit 
is fancied and deviſedin the mind 
and imagination ) and abſtracted- 
ly from tholc zmpediments and in- 
conveniences, Which when they 
come ad praGicandum and to put 
their thoughts 10 execution, they 
ſhall bc ſure to mece withal more 
or leſs, ro render the performance 
ſhort ofthe promiſe and expeQati- 
ON. 
XVIII, Now becauic Reforma- 
tion is ſo much talked of in thcic 
evil daycs of ours, wheretn thou- 
lands of well-meaning people have 
been ſeduce] into dances 1s by- 
G 2» paths 
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paths by that ſpecionus Name: it 
will not be amiſs, ( though we 
may ſeem perhaps to digrels a 
little for it ) to prompt the Reader 
to ſome conſuderations, that may 
| incline him rather to ſuſpe&# a | 
thing to be zl! doxe, then to be 
confident that it is well done, if he 
have no other reaſ-z of that confi | 
dence bur this, that it is pretended | 
to be done by way of Reformation. 
XTIX. It 1s conſiderable firſt, 
that Reformation 1s the uſual vi- | 
zZard, wherewith men of infati- | 
able avarice or ambition diiguile 
their baſe unworthy intentions, 
thar the uglineſs thereof may not 
appear ro vulgar eyes, Seldome 
hath any Sacrzl/eg:ous or Seditious 
attempt appeared abroad in the | 
world, and been countenanced 
either by the Great ones or the Ma- 


ay) 
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ny; which hath not been uſhered 
in by this piece of Hypocriſte. Not 
| to Took further ( backward or 
| forward ) for inſtances in both 
kindes, then to the Raign of that 
K7ng wherein the Statute lo much 
infiited upon was made 3 It can- 
not be denied, but thar during the 
Raign of that religious and god- 
Ty young King (without his know- 
ledge as we verily hope and be- 
lieve, or at moſt through the ma: 
| Titious ſuggeſtions and cunning 
infinuations of ſome that were 
about him ) ſuch Sacriledges were 
 actcd, and that under the name 
& pretence of Reformation,as have 
caſt a very foul biemiſh upon our 
very Religion, eſpecially in the 
| eyesof our Adwerſaries, who have 
ever ſhewed themſelves forward 
enough to impute the faults of the 


Cr 3 per- 
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perſons to the Profeſſion. And un- 


der the ſ:me pretence of Refornma- 
tion were allo ma»ked all the blood- 
ved, milchiefs and outrages Com- 
micted by Kett and his {cditious 
rabblein the ſame Kings Raiyn : 
inſomuch as a great Oat waereat 
they appointed their uſual meet» 
ings, and whereon ( by the juſt 
judgement of God ) himſelf the 
ringleader of that rebcliton was 
aiterwards hanged, was by them 
called the Cat of Reformation. By 
what was done z# thoſe tines, (1ll 
enough indeed, yer modeſtly in 
compariſon of what hath been 
done in ours )we may haye a near 
gueſs what tnetr mcaning 1s, that 
are ſocagerly ſetupon a Thorow- 
Reformation ( as they call it ) in 
the Church, in the Commonwealth, 
in the Univerſities: even to get 
into 
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into their own hands and diſpoſal 
ail the Flaces and Offices of power 
m—_—_ in them ail. I dare not 
ſay, ( fortruly of {ome 1 belicye 
the contrary, _ hope the lame 
of many m re) that all thoſe thar 
Joynin wore or 2:; With thole plan- 
ſibleprecenders of Reformation, Or 
wiſh well unto them 1n the Gmpli- 
city of their hearts, arc guilty of 
thcirabominable bypocrifte, But 
{ure a-l experience ſheweth, that 
in great Conncels there are ever: 
more {ome one or a few rwa2ywny: 
ative and cunning men that xj 
able by the reputation of their 
mites and abilities of ſpeech to 
carry all bufinctles in the vooue 
cven as themliclves have betorc- 
hand cloſely contrived thimy 
leading on the reſt, as a beli-wea- 


ther doth she whole flock, or as a 
(TX 4 crafty 
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crafty fore-man of a Fury doth the 


whole dozen, which way ſoever 
they pleale; who follow tamely 
after ( qu# itur, non qua eundum ) 
in az implicit belief, that that muſt 
needs be the right way, which they 
ſee ſuch skilful guides to d have taken 
betore them. 

XX, But ſay there were no ſuch 
reſervedlecret ſiniſter ends either in 
the chief Agents or their Miniſters , 
but that a Juſt Reformation were 
as really and lincerely intended by 
them all, as it is by ſome of them 
ſpeciouſly pretended : yet 15 1t con- 
ſiderable Secondly, how very dit- 
ficult a thing it 1s, in the buſineſs 
of Reformation to ſtay at the right 
point, and not to overdo, by rea* 
ion of that wereie Tri 2v30Az7 , 
whereby we are very apt in decl1- 
ning one of the extreams to fall in- 
(C0) 
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to the other, either in point of o- 
pinion or practice, In deteſtation 
of the herefie of NeStoriys, who 
| diſtinguiſhed the perſons in Chriſt, 
becauſe he knew there were two 
matures; Eutyches went lo far as 
to confound the natures, becauſe he 
knew there was but one perſon. 
| And becauſe the Papiſts by the 
multitude and pompouſneſs of 
| their CeremotFes had taken away 
much of the inward wigour of Gods 
| publick worſhip, by drawing it too 
| much outward ; the Puritanes 1n 
| oppoſition to them, and to re- 
form that errour, by ſtripping it 
| of all Ceremonies bave leit it fo 
bare, that ( beſides the unſeemli. 
| neſs) it is well nigh ſtarved for 
| want of convenient clothing, It 
is in the diſtempers of the body po- 
litick in this reſpect not much 0- 
ther- 
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therwiſe then 1t1s in thole of the 


body natural, Inan Agne , when 


the Lola fit bath had his courle, thef 


body doth not thence return to a 
kindly natural warmth, but fall- 
cth ſpeedily into a burning preter- 
natural heat, nothing lels ( if nor 
rather more ) afflicive then thc 
iormer, And how often have 
Phyſicians, ( nor the unlearne( 
Empericks onely, but even thole 
beſt renowned for their skl} and 
judgement, ) by tampering with 
acrazy body to malter the predo- 


minancy.ot ſome noxious bumom | 


therein, caſt their patients erc 
they were aware under the tyran- 


ny of another and contrary bumour 
as perilous as the former: or for 


fear of leaving too much bad 
blood in the veins, have letten out 
too much of the wital ſpirits with- 


all? 
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all " Onely the difterence i 15, that 
in bodily diſeaſes this courſe may 


be fomerimes profitably experi- 


mented, and with good tuccels ; 
not onely out of neceſſity, when 

there 15 no other way of cure left, 
(as they wie to lay, Deſperate diſ- 
eaſes mu$t have deſperate remedies: ) 
but allo out of choice, and in a ra- 
tional way ; 2s Hippocrates advi- 
{cthin the cale of tome cold diſea- 
fes to calt the paticnt 116To a burn- 
ing feawer, which he calleth Tp ru- 
a@, AndI remember to have read 


| ſomewhcre to that purpoſe ſuch 


an Aphoriſme as this, Vile eft in: 


| naſci febrem in ſpaſms. But tor the 


remedying of Moral or Politick di- 
ſtempers, it is neiticr warranta- 
ble nor ſafe to try iuch experi- 
ments : Not warrantable ; becaule 
we have no ſuch rale given us in 
the 


the Word of God whereby to o. 
perate : nor ſafe ; becauſe herein 


the Mean onely is commendable, 


all Extreams (whether in defe& or 
. exceſs ) vitious. Now what defed; 
or exceſſes there might be in the 
Reformation of Religion and the 
Church within theſe Realms during 
the Raigns of K, Henry the Eighth, 
King Edward the Sixth, and Queen 
Elizabeth. it doth not become 
me, neither is it needful, to exa- 
mine. But ſure it 18, they that 
had the managery of thoſe affairs 
in their ſeveral reſpective times 
were 5uomevas mi, made of the 
ſame clay with other men, ſubjeq& 
to infermities and paſſrons , and to 
be byafled with partial affeBions, 
and thoſe affections capable to be 
enflamed with zeal, cooled with de- 
layes, enraged by oppoſi ition, and 
allayed 
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allayed by leaſonable applications. 
And therefore although we can: 
not {ay for certain with what af- 
feHions thole Reformers in the be- 
ginning of King Edwards Raign 
were ſteered in the whole buſi- 
nels: yt 1t 1s very poſſible, and 
[in this particular of the Statutes, 
( trom the weaknels of the reaſons 
therein cexpreſied ) not improba- 
ble, that the jealonſies they had 
of the Papal power 1o lately cze&- 
ed might make them more abun- 
dantly cantelous and lollicitous to 
ſecure themſelves thereagainlt , 
then need required. Verily the 
temper of thoſe times and men, and 
the Reformation made about thole 
times 27 other countreys con(idered; 
we have far greater cauſe to bleſs 
(rod that in their then-Reforma- 
tion in very many things they did 
not 
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not a oreat deal worſe, then to 
blame them that in ſome few 
things they didnot a /ittle better, 
then they have done. 

XXI. It 1s further confide- 
rable Thirdly, that where a Re: 
formation 1s truly intended, andf { 
the thing it felt intended by thatY ; 
Reformation to be eſtablithed is al-Jt 
ſo within a tolerable compals otf e 
Mediocrity ; there may yet be ſuch 1! 
errour in the choice of the wean t| 
to be uſed for the accompliſhing þ 
of thoſe intentions, as may vitiateſ c 
the whole work, and render ith p 
blame-worthy, For although itÞ {; 
be a truth fo expreſly aftirmed by} uj 
the Apoſtle, and ſo agrecablc to fo 
the dictates of right realon | Thatf th 
we may not do any evil thing for any] th 
good end] as that I ſhould icarceh cx 
have believedit poſſible that any 
man! 
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man thar pre ended tobe Chriſti- 
an or bur reef 'nable ſhould hold 
the contrary, had I not been ad: 

verriled by very credible perſons 

ar fome men of eminent place 

| power did ſo, by diſtinguiſhing 
( but bcfide the book, and where 
the Law diftinguiſheth not ) be- 
tween a publick and a private good 
end: yet the eagerneſs of molt men 
in the purſuance of ſuch ends as 
they are fully bent upon, and their 
pride of ipirit diſdaining to be 
croſſed in their purpoſes, and 1m=- 
patient of mecting with any oppoz 
ſation; putteth them many times 
upon the vie of ſuch means as tcem 
for the preſent bett conducing to 
the ends they have prop»iced to 
themſclves, without any {ufficient 
care to -xamine whether {ch 
means be lawful or not. For et- 
ther 
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ther they run on headlong and are 
reſolved not to ſtick at airy zice- 
ties of conſcience, but being 10ga- 
ged in a deſign to go through with 
it per fas @ nefas ; mealuring ho. 
zeſty by utility : or els they ga: 
ther up any thin frg- leaves where 
they can meet with them to hid: 
the deformity of their aQtions it it 
were poſſible even from their own 
eyes; and are willing their affe: 
Gions ſhould bribe and cheat their 
judgements with any weak reaſons 
to pronounce that Jawful to bc 
done which they have a mind to 
do, the ſecret checks and murmu- 
rings of their conſciences to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. Hence 
It 15, that whereas men ought to 
conform all their wills and a&ions 
tothe exa& rule of rods Word, 
they do fo often in ſtead thereof 


crooken 
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crooken the rale to make it com- 

ly with their a&ons and deſires : 
railing ſuch doGrines and conclu- 
ſions from the ſacred Texts of Scrz- 
pture by forced interences, as will 
beit ſerve to give countenance to 
whatlocver chey fancie to be, or 
pleaſe to call Reformation and to 
whatſoever means they ſhould ule 
for the effecting of ſuch Refcrma- 
tion, though it were by popular 
tumults, c:vil. war, deipiſing Go- 
verrours, breaking Oaths, open 
Rebellion, or any other act how 
unjuſt ſoever and full of diſſoyal- 
ty, Which made Learned Zan- 
cy, obſerving 1n his time how 4- 
nabaptiſts and all ſorts of SecF2- 
ries, that attempted to bring in 
any new and unheard of alcerat- 
on in Religion into the Churches 
of Chriſt, by any means though 
nevei 
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never lo {editious and unlawiul, 
did yet jultifie all tar enterpri- 
ſes by this, th«t they were done 
in ordcr to a more perfect Re'or- 
mation, to cry out, Ego non intelli- 
go iftam Reformatorum mnmundz Ie - 
loviam. W hether this oblervation 
be fo fitly applyable to thoſe 
times of King Edwards Reformas« 
tz0ny as the two former confidera:z 
tions were, I know not: I am 
{ure it firteth but too well to 
thelc ev] rimes of ours, wherein 
the pretence of a Thorow-Refor- 
mation lervetin as a foile to ſet off 
the blackeſt crimes that ever the 
Chriſtian werld was guilty of. 
XXII, Laftly, lay there ſhould 
be nothing amils in any of the pre- 
milies, but that the intentions were 
{incere, the proceedings moderate, 
and the means lawtul: yet ſince 


no 
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no wit of man is at the preſent 
able to forelee all the inconwenzen= 
ces that may enſue upon any great 
and ſuddain change of ſuch Lawes 
and Cuflomes as have been long 
-and generally oblerved, till time 
and experience diicover them; it 
may very well ( and not feldome 
doth ) come to pals, that the Re. 
L formation intended for the reme- 
dying of ſome one abuſe, or the 
preventing of ſome preicnt appa- 
rant znconvenience, may open A 
gapto let in ſome other abuſes or 
inconveniences, which ( though 
yet azdiſcerned) may in time prove 
to be more and preater, then thoſe 
that were {ought to be remedyed; 
Phyſicians tell us that all ſudder 
changes in the body are dangerous : 
and it 15no otherwile in the Church 
and State, Which is the ground 
H 2 of 
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of that Maxine, well approved of 
all wiſe men, if rightly under- 
ſtood, Malum bene poſitum non mo- 
mos; and of that other, ſo 
famous in the Ancient Councels, 
apyai 1n8n OATH TW, Let the old Cu- 
ftomes be obſerved, And therefore 
Ariſtotle gravely cenſureth that 
Law made by Hippodamus the Mi- 
lefian Law-giver, That whoſoever 
ſhould deviſe any new Law for the 
common good ſhould be rewarded by 
the State, asa Law indeed fooliſh 
and pernicious, how ſpecious and 
plauſible ſoever it ſeemed at the 
firſt appearance: becauſe ( faith 
he) it would but encourage bufie 
& active ſpirits to be alwayes inno- 
wating ſome thing or other in the 
State, which might finally tend 
to the ſubverſton of all ancient 
Lawes and Cuſtomes, and conle- | 


quently | 
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quently of the whole Government it 
ſelf, Now that the Reformation 
in King Edwards dayes, as to this 
particular in that Statute concern= 
ed, was ſubject at leaſt to this 
frailty, we may very probably 
gather ( 4 poſteriori ) from this; 
that after it was once repealed, 
they that had to do in the Reforma- 
tioncver fince, thought it fit ra- 
ther to let it /ye under that repeal, 
then to revive it, 

XXIII. There can be no doubr, 
bur that to an Obje5iion made from 
the force of a Statute, it is a ſufh- 
cient anſwer ( if it betrue )) to lay 
that the faid Statute hath been re- 
pealed and ſo continueth. Yet 
the adverſaries of Epiſcopacy are 10 
pertinaciouſly bent to hold their 
Concluſion in deſpite of all Premiſ- 
ſes, that they ſeem to be nothing 

H 3 ſatisf1- 
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ſatisfied therewithal, but dividing 
the anſwer, turn the former part 
of it ( viz, that of the Repeal) to 
their ovin advantage. For ſay 
they, that Repeal being made by 
Queen Mary, who was a profeſled 
Fapsft, anda Perlecuter of the Pro: 
teftant Religion, was certainly an 
Act of hers done in favour of Po- 
pery ; and foisa ſtrong confirma- 
tion, that the form of pr roceeding 
formerly vied by the Biſhops in 
the Ecilefraftical Courts, prohibi: 
ted by the Statute of King Edward, 
bur reſtored by thar her Repeal, 
wasa Popiſh praGice, and more be- 
fitting Paprſts then Proteſtants to 
ule. 

XXIV. To return a full an- 
{wer hereunto; firſt it ſhall be 
willingly granted, that Queen Ma- 
ry, being a zealous Papift, did cauſe 
that 
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that Statute made in the firſt cf her 
Brothers Raign to be repealed our 
of pure zeal to the Romaſlh k Religion, 
and in favour of the Iope ard of 
his FurijdiGion. Both bec uſe ſhe 
conceived { w'11ch was true ) that 
her late Dube being a Froteftant 
lad by that Statute prohibiced the 
Biſtops to do tlundry things z# their 
own names, of purpole thereby to 
Ictien the Popes antberity within 
his Realms: as alſo becaule their 
uſing of the Kings name 18 their 
Proceſſes and A&is carried with 1t 
(as we formerly granted )a more 
expres and evident acknow! edg- 
men: of the Kings Supremacy | 
clefiaſtical, then the contrary cu= 
ſome Goth. 

XXV But then ſecondly, this 
being granted, it will by no means 
follow.either firſt, that therepeal of 

H 4. that 
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that Statute 15 not to be valued by 
any Proteſtant ; or that ſecondly the | 
cuſtome ot the Biſhops prohibited by Þ 
the Statute and reſtored by the A& [i 
of Repeal was PopiſÞ ; ot thirdly, 
that our former anſwer was unſ{uth- |} 
cient: not the firſt, becaule we | 
arc not to look upon the Statute | 
aid upon the Act of Repeal,as they 
were made, the ouc by a Proteſtant 
the other by a Papiſt( tor that 
were to judge z27'\w, and with 
reſpe&t of perſons ; ) but to conki: 
der whether the reaſons whercup- 
on the Statute was grounded were 
in veritatereiluch, as that it ought 
not to have been repealed cither by 
Papiſt or Proteſtant, Which rea- 
ſens. ho x they have been valued, 
appeareth upon the poſt=fa& in 
this; that a Papiſt Princeſs by the 
principles of her Religzon could do 
no 
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no lels then repeal that Statute,and 
4 Proteſtant Princeſs without pre- 
judice to the principles of her Re- 
[;2i0n might continue that Repeal, 

XXVI. Not the ſecond : be- 
cauſe that very Statute of I, Ed- 
ward the Sixth, by which 1t 15s or- 
dained that all Summons, Citations 
and other Proceſſes Eccleſiaſtical be 
made in the name and with the ſiyle 
of the King, doth it ſelf ſuthcient- 
ly ablolve the contrary cuſtome 
formerly uſed by the Biſhops a&- 
ing In their own names, from be- 
ing cither Popiſh or otherwile de- 
rogatory to the Kings Supremacy. 
lnaſmuch as by Prowiſo's in the 
laid Statute the BiſÞops are [till per- 
mitted in ſome cales to ule their 
own names without any mention 
at all to be made of the Kzng: as 
namely the Archbiſhop of Canterbu- 
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ry to grant Faculties and | :ſpens 
fations . and every other Biſhop 
to make Collations, Preſentations, 
Irftitations and Inductions of Bene- 
fices, Letters of Orders and Di: 
miſſories &c. under their own 
names and leals, as by the words 
of the ſaid Statute doth plainly 
appear. Which ſure would not 
have been permitted in any caſe, 
had che thing it {elf been by them 
conceived to have been ſimply 
and de toto genere cirher *opiſÞ or 
prejud 1al ro the Regal Power 
XXVII. Not the Thrrd : be- 
cauſe they disjoyut our former 
anſwer , that they might make 
their advantage of the one picce 
of ir ſevered from the other, For 
the ſtrength of the anſwer (it bez 
Ing copulative) was not to lye 1n 
ether part alone, but in both toge- 
ther | 


En REGAL Power. 107 


| ther taken joyntly - and 1ndced 


more principally in the later part 
which they ſl:gatly put off, then 
in the former whereat they take 
advantage. We do not ſay thar 
the obze&ing of that Statute 1s of 
little moment againit us, becauſe 
it was repealed by Queen Mary 
(though tht repeal alone is ſufti- 
ctent to make it y0ozd and invalid 
as to all effe&s in Law: ) but be- 
cauſe being then repealed it was 
never after revived in the Raigns 
either of Queen Elizabeth, King 
Tames, or his Majeſty that now 
5: which ſhewerth that the 
AC of Repeal (as to the point now 
in diſpute) was by them approved 
of, and intended to continue 1n 
force. And it will thence follow 
further and moſt clearly, that in 
the judgement of all theſe wiſe 


and 
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and religious Princes, there was a 
reat difference between the Pa- 
pal and the Epiſcopal Furiſdifion, 
as they had been either of them 
exerciſed within thele Realms: 
and that the Papal was prejudici- 
al to the Regal Power and Supre- 
macy, but the Epiſcopal was nor, 
XXVIII. Neither doth - that | 
ſuffice which is put in by way of 
Reply hereunto, to alledge that 
the continuance of the old cuſtome 
( after the repeal made) happened 
either through inadwertency of the 
State, or by reaſon of the great po: 
wer lome or other of the Biſhops 
ever had with thoſe Princes, For 
it cannot be doubted but that the 
State, having betore them a Pre- 
cedent of 1o late and freſh memory 
as the Statute of 1. Edw, 6. would 
at iome time or other within the 


{pace | 


7 
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ſpace of fourſcore years ( eipe- 
cially there being no want in 
thoſe dayes of enough greedy 
Great-ones and factious Liſciplina- 
rians to remind them of it ) have 
taken a time to frame and pals 2 
Bill for the reviving of that Statute: 
if they had deemed rhe cuftome, 


I therein forbidden, Popiſh or dero- 


gatory either to the Kings honour 


{ or power, or had not rather found 


ſufficient reaſon to perlwade them 
that the ſaid Statute was inconwens- 
ent, or at leaſtwile uſeleſs, And 
as forthe Biſhops, they that un=- 
derſtand the condition of thoſe 
firſt times well know that ( ur. der 
God and lis good providence ) they 
ſtood in a manner by the immedi.. 
ate and ſole favour of Queen El;. 
zabeth. The Papi$ts on the one 
{fide hated them above all other 

{orts 
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forts ofmen, becaule of their Re- Þ*' 
ligion, and their abilities above all J* 
other men to detend it. On' 


the cther fide the Puritanes who 


envied their power, and lome great 


ones about the Court, who having 


taſted the ſweet of Sacriledge 1n | 
the times of the two laſt Kings, 
tvirſted afrer the remainder of 
their Revenues, complyed either | 
with other, for their ſeveral reſpe: 


ctive ends, againſt the Biſbops. 
Which being ſo, ir had been the 
fooliſheſt thing in the world for 
the Biſhops, to have uſed that po- 


wer Or intereſt they bad with the | 


Oucen ( upon whole favour or diſ- 


pleaſure their whole livelyhood | 


depended) for the procuring of 
her conſent to any A& to be done 


in favour of them, that malice it 


{elf could with any colourable 


cons | 


Res 
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| [conſtruction interpret either to 
Jfavour of Popery, or to trench up- 


on the Royal Supremacy: That 
Queen having both by ber ſuffe= 


[rings betorc, and aGzons atter ſhe 


cane to the Crown, lufticiently 


{wicneſſed to the world her averſe= 
Jnels from Popery : and being with- 
Jall a Princeſs of a great Spirit, and 
Jparticularly jealous in the point of 
| Prerogative, 


XXIX, Whence I think we 
may (ith good reaſon) conclude, 
that the ancient cuſtome of the Bi- 
ſhops in making Summons, &c, in 
their own names, after 1t was by 


| the AG of Repeal x. Mar. rei{tored, 


was continued by Queen Elizabeth 


I and her {ucceſlours ever f{ince 


without interruption, or reviving 
of the Statute of Kizg Edward : 
neither out of any inadvertency in 


the 
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the State, nor through any 1Npor- | 
rune orindireCt labouring of the Bi- | 
ſhops, asby the ObjeEGors is weakly 
preſumed ; but adviſedly and up- 
on 1mportant conſiderations, 7%, | 
that the deviſing of ſuch a new way, | 
as is fee forth and appointed in 
the ſaid Statute, was not only 
needleſs thing, ( and Laws ſhould 
not be either made, or altered, but ] 
where it 1s needful 1o to do, but 
{\ubjze& allo to maniteſt both jx- | 
conwenzence, and Scandal, 

XXX. That it was altogether 
needleſs to change the old Cuſtome | 
may appear by this, that all the / 
imaginable neceſſity or utility of 
ſach « change could be onely this: 
To ſecure the King by uſing his | 
Name in their Proceſles vc. ( asa 
real acknowledgement that their Juz 
riſdifion 18 derived from him and. 
no 
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no no other) that the Biſhops had no 
intention 1n the exercile of their 
Epiſcopal power to ulurp upon 
his E eclefraſtical Supremacy. Whirh 
Supremacy of the King, and Sy- 
periority of his Jurildi4ion & Au- 
thority over that which the Bz- 
ſhops exerciſed, being already by 


ſo many other wayes ard means 


| ſufficiently ſecared ; it could argue 


nothing but an impertinent jealouz 
ſie, to endeavour to ſtrengthen 
that ſecurity by an addition of ſo 
poor and inconfiderable regard, 

XXXl, The Kings of England 
are ſecured againſt all danger that 
may accrae to their - ' Regal power 
from Epiſcopal FariſdiG&ion as it 
hath been ancicntly and of Jater 
times exerciſed 1n this Reaſm : 
Firſt by the extent of their Power 
over the perſons, and livelihoods 


at 
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of the Biſhops, and over the whole | 
State Eccleſraſtical, as in the ancis | 
ent right of the Crown,which how | 
great it was, may appear by thele | 
three particulars. 
 XXXII, Firſt, the Collation | 
and Donation of Biſhopricks roge- | 
ther with the nomination of the per- : 
ſons to be made Biſhops, 
See Star. 25. 1N Cale they did by their | 
 "Edw. &. 2. Writ of Conge deslier per- | 
mit the formality of E- | 
l:&ion to others, did alwayes be- 
long to the Kings of this Realm , 
both before and fince the Conqueſt, | 
as in right of their Crown. Our 
learned Lawyers aſſure | 
64s. us, that all the Biſhop- | 
ricks of this Realm are 
of the Kings foundation : that they 
were originally donative, and not | 
eleGive: and that che full _ | 
-- of 1 


| | of Inveſtiture was in the | King, 


| 
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who fignified his pleaſure therein 


| per traditionem baculi &+ annuli, by 
' | thedelivery of 2 ring and 4 Croſe- 
er-Staff to the perſon by him ele- 
| | Ged and nommated tor that office. 
1 The Popes indeed often allayed 
{| to make them elective, cither by 
1 the Dean and Canons of the Ca- 
1 thedral, or by the Monkes of ſome 
principal Abbey adjoyning : but 


| the Kings ſtill withſtood it, and 


| maintained their right as far as 
| they could or durſt, Inſomuch as 
| King Henry the Firſt being carneſt- 
| ly follicited by the Pope to grant 
| the election of Biſhops to the Cler- 
| gy, conftanter allegavit ( laith the 


ſtory ) and werbis minacibus, he 


] ſtoutly and with threats retuled ſo 
| to do, ſaying he would not for 
q hc loſs of his Kingdome lole the 


I 2 right 
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right of thole Inveſtitures, Itis 
true that King John, a Frince nei- | 

ther fortunate nor couragtous, be- : 
ing overpowred by the Popes, did | 
by Charter in the Seventeenth year | 
of tis Raign grant that the Biſbop- | 
ricks of England ſhould be eligiz | 


ble. But this notwithſtanding in 
the 'Raign of King Edward the | 
Third, it was in open Parliament | 


declared and enacted, that to the |] 
King and bis heirs did belong the | 
collation of Archbishopricks, @c, | 


4 
; 


and all other dignities that are of * 


his Advowſon; and that the elections 
granted by the Kings his progeni- 


tors were under a certain form : 
"and condition, wiz, that they | 
ſhould as leave of the King toe- | 
Te&, and that afrer the ele&ion | 


made they ſhould obtain the Kings | 
conſent thereunto 3 and not other- | 
wile. Se- | 
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1] MXXXIII, Secondly, the King 
1 hath power, if he ſhall ſee cauſe, 
{| to ſuſpend any Biſhop from the ex- 
| ecution of his Sfficefor fo long time 
1 as he ſhall think good: yea, and 
] to deprive him utterly of the dig- 
1 nity and office of 2 Biſhop, if he 
| delerveit. Which power was de 
| fa-oexerciled both by Queen Mas 
| ryand Queen Elizabeth in the be- 
| ginning of their ſeveral Raigns 
| upon ſuch Biſhops as would not 


| conform to their Religion. 


XXXIV, Thirdly, the Kings 


of England have a great power 
over the Biſbops in reipeG of their 
Temporalties, which they hold 
1mmediately of the King per Baro- 
niam ; and which every Bi(bop 
Elect is to ſue out of the Kings hands 
| (wherein they remained after the 
] deceaſe of the former Bſbop du- 
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ring the Vacancy, ) and thence to | 
take his ozly reStitution into the 
ſame, making Oath and fealty to | 
the King for the ſame upon his | 
. Conſecration. Yea, and after ſuch [ 
reftitution of Temporalties and Con- © 
fecration, theKing hath power to | 
ſeize the ſame again into his own | 
hands, if he ſee juſt cauſe fo to | 
do. Which the Kings of Fagland | 
in former rimes did ſo frequently ' 
practice upon any light difplea- ' 
ſure conceived againſt the Biſhops ; | 
that it was preſented as a prie- | 
vance by the Arch-biſhop of Canter- | 
bury and the other Prelates by way 
Sr. forize Of requelt to King Edw. 

Goo. 2, in Parliament, and | 
thereupon” a Statute was | 
made the ſame Parliament, that | 
thenceforth no Biſhops Temporal- | 
tzes ſhould be ſeized by the King | 
with- | 


—_  .& a b) 
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without good cauſe. I finde ci- 


ted by Sir Edward Coke out of the 


Parlzament Rolls 18, H. 3. a Re- 
cord, wherein the King ſtraightly 
chargeth the Biſhops not to inter 
meddle in any thing tothe prejudice 
of his Crown; threatning them 
with ſeiſure of their Temporalties 


if they ſhouldſo do. The words 


are, Mandatum e$t omnibus Epiſco= 
ps que conventuri ſunt apud Glou- 
cefty (the King baving before 
ſummoned them by writ to a Par- 
liament to be holden at Glouceſter ) 
fermiter inhibendo, quod ficut Baro- 
nias ſuas quas de Rege tenent dili- 
gunt,nullo modo praſumant concilinm 
tenere de aliquibus que ad Coronam 
pertinent, wel que perſonam Regis 
vel Statum ſuum, wel Statum conct- 
li: ſui contingunt \ ſciturs pro certo 


quod fr fecerint, Rex inde capiet ſe 


I 4 ad 
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ad Baronias ſuas, &c. By which 
Record, together with other the 
piemitles, 1t may appear, that the 
Kings by their Ancient right of 
Peer had ſundry wayes pos 
wer over the Biſhops whereby to 
keep them in obedzence, and to ice= | 
curetheir Supremacy from all peril | 
ot being prejudiced by the exer- | 

cile of Epiſcopal Furisdiction. 
XXXV, Yet in order to the 
utter aboliſhing of the Papal 
#ſurpations and of all pretended 
forraign power whatſoever in mat- 
ters Eccleſiaſtical within thele 
Realms, divers Statutes bave been 
madcin the Raign of King Henry 
the Eighth and ſincefor thefurther 
declaring and confirming of the 
Kings Supremacy Eccleſuſtical. 
Wherein the acknowledgement of 
that Szpremacy is cither ſo expreſly 
conz- 


| t REGAL Power.t 121 


; [contained, or ſoabundantly pro- 
Jvided for; as that there can be no 
{ fear it ſhould ſuffer for lack of fur- 
Ither acknowledgementto be made 
]by the Biſhops in the ftyle of their 
| Courts, Amongſt other, Firſt, 
1 by Statute made 25, H. 8, 19, up- 
] on the ſubmiſſion and petition of 
I the Clergyit was enatted, that no 
1 Canons or Conſtitutions ſhou'd be 
] made by the Clergy in their Conwo- 
Jcation without the Kings licence 
]firſt had in that behalfe, and his 
1 royal aſſent after: and likewiſe 
| that no Canon &c. ſhould beput 
|in exccuticn within the Realm 
] that ſhould be contrar:ant or re- 
7 pugnant to the Kings Prerogative 
Royal, or the Cuſtomes, Lawes, or 
{Statutes of the Realm. Then Se- 
| condly, by the Statute of 1, Eliz. 
j 2+ 1, all ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Furiſe 


di- 
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difions, Priviledges, Superiorities | 
and Pre-eminences, as had been ex-!. 
erciſed or uſed, or might be lawful-' 
ly exerciſed or uſed by any Eccleſia- | 
ftical power or authority was ( decla- | 
red to be ) for ever united and an- | 


nexed tothe Imperial Crown of this | 
Realm, And Thirdly, it wasallo | 
in the ſame Statute provided, | 
that the Oath of Supremacy(wherein | 
there is contained as full an ac: | 


knowledgement of the Kings Ec-| 


cleſraftical Suprenacy as the wit | l 


of man can deviſe) ſhould be 
taken by every Archbiſbop and 
Biſbop &-c. which hath been ever | 


ſince duel y and accordingly per- | 


formed. 


XXXVI, Laſtly from recerv- | 


| 


ing any prejudice by the Biſhops | 


and their Furiſdi&ion, the Regal 


power is yet farther ſecured, by | 


the} 


bs 
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| the ſubordination of the Eccleſi- 
1 aftical Laws and Courts to the 


Common Law of England, and to 
the Kings own immediate Courts. 
For although. the Eccleſuſtical 
Laws be allowed by the Laws of 


1] this Realm, and the proceedings 
1 in the Eccleſraſtical Courts be by 


the way of the Civil and not of 
the Common Law: yet are thoſe 
Laws and proceedings allowed 
with this [imitation and conditi- 
on, that nothing be done agaznſt 
the Common Law ( whereof the 
Kings prerogative 1s a principal 
part ) nor againſt the Statutes and 
Cufiomes of the Realm, And 
therefore the Law alloweth Ape 


, peales to be made from the Eccle- 
1 ſeaftical Courts to the King in Chan- 
1 cery: and in ſundry caſes, where 


7 a cauſe dependeth before 4 Spi- 
| ritual 
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ritual Fudge, the Kings probibiti. | 
on lyeth to remove it into one of | 
his Temporal Courts, 7 

XXXVII. Having ſo many 
ſeveral ties upon the Biſhops to | 
ſecure themſelves and their Regal ' 
authority from all danger that |; 
might ariſe from the abuſe of the 
Eceleſraſtical Power and Furiſ: | 
diction exerciſed by the Biſkops in | 
their Courts ( by the ancient pre- | 
rogative of their Crown, by the | 
provilions of ſo many Statutes | 
_ and Oaths, by the remedy of the | 
Common Law :) the Kings of Eng: 
land had no cauſe to be fo. need. | 
leſly cautelous as to be atraid of a | 
meere formality, the Style of s | 
Court. Eſpecially conſidering the | 
1mportance of the two Reaſons ex- | 
preſſed in the Statute of King Ed- 1 
ward, as the onely grounds of alter- | 


ing 
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ing that Style, not to be ſuch as 
1] would countervaile the [ncon- 
] wenience and Scandal that might 
]enſue thereupon. 

XXXVIII. For whereas it was 
]chen thought convenient, #0 
{ change the Style uſed in the Eccle- 
ſiaftical Courts, becauſe it was 
] contrary to the form uſed in the 
1Common-Law:Courts within this 


" Realm, ( which is one of the Rea: 
: : ſons in the ſaid Statute expreſſed:) 


Jic mighr very well upon further 
1 conſideration be afterwards 
| thought more convenient for the 


| ed Style, becauſe otherwiſe the 
1 forme of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts 
{ would be contrary to the form of 
; otherCivil-Law-Courts within the 


JRealm (as the Admiralty, and 


? Earle- Marſhals Court,) and of o- 
7 ther 


1like reaſon to retain the accuſtom- 
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ther Courts of the Kings grant | 
made unto Corporations; with | 
either of which, the Eccleſuaſtical | 
Courts had a nearer affinity, then |: 
with the Kings Courts of Record, 
or other his own immediate ; 
Courts of Common Law, Nor | 
doth there yet appear any va- | 
Juable rcaſon of difference, why | 
Inconformity to the Common Law- | 
Courts ſhould be thought a ſufhi- | 
cient ground for the altering of | 
the forms uſed in the Eccleſia- | 
ſtical Courts; and yet the like 
forms ufed in the "m4 I | 
the Earle - Marſhals Court, in | 
Courts - Baron, in Corporation- | 
Courts &nc, ſhould ( notwith- | 
ſtanding the ſame inconformity ) | 
continue as they had been 4 
ly accuſtomed withour alteration. | 

XXXIX. If any ſhall alledge |; 
as lome reaſon of ſuch difference, | 
the , 
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[ the other Reaſon given. in the ſaid 
| } Statute ,. viz. that the forinand 
/ manner uſed by the Biſhops was 
| [ſuch as was uſed in the time of tbe 
uſurped power of the Biſbop of Rome: 
befides- that therein is no diffe- 
{rence at all, (for: the like forms 
. Jin thoſe other aforeſaid - Courts 
; Jwere alſo in uſe in the fame 
_ {time ; ) there is further given 
. thereby great occaſion of Scandal 
e Jto thoſe of the Charch of Rome, 
JAnd that two wayes: Firſt, as it 
1ismade 4 Reaſon at all; and Sez 
|condly, asitis applyed to the par- 
{ticular now in hand. Firſt, where- 
- Jasthe Papiſts unjuſtly charge the 
]Proteflant Churches with Schiſn 
| {for departing from: their Communi- 
- or : it could not but be a great 
 RScandalto them, to confirm them 
[10 that their unchacitable opini- 

be, on 
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on of us, if we ſhould utterly, 
condemn any thing as aulawful,! 
or but even forbid the uſe of it as 
inexpedient,upon this onely grouud. 
or conſideration, that the ſame. 
had been uſed i» the times of Po-! 
pery,or that it had been abuſed by 
the Papifts. And truly the Puri- 
zanes have by this very means gi- 
ven a wonderful Scandal and ad-! 
vantage to our Adwverſaries, which 
they evght to acknowledge and: 
repent of : when tranſported 

with an indiſcreet zeal they have 
cryed down ſundry harmeleſs Ce- 

remonies and cuſiomes as ſuperſtitt- 

ous and Antichriftian, onely for 
this that Papiſts uſe them. Where | 
as godly and regular Proteſtants 
think it agreeable to Chriſtian li- 
berty, charity and prudence, that in| 
appointing Ceremonies, retaining |: 
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; ancient C uomes,and the uſe of all 
| other indifferent things ſuch courſe 


| be neld, as that their moderation 
| mighe be known to all men and 


| that it might appear to their very 
| Adverſaries, that wherein they 

1 did receed from them or any i 
| practiſed by them, they were not 
|] thereunto carried by 4 Spirit of 
| contradifion, but either caſt upon 
h | it by ſome weceſſuty of the times, or 

1 induced for juſt reaſons of exped;- 


ency io to do, 

XL. But then Secozdly, as that 
Reaſon relateth to the preſent 
bufinelſs 1n particular, the Scan- 


| dal thereby given is yet greater. 


- | For we are to know, that when 


s | King Henry the Eighth aboliſhed the 
- | Papal Power, rcluming 1 in his own 
7 hand the ancient rights of the 
|| Crown, which the Biſhops of Rome 
5 kad unjuſtly uſurped : he took 


upon 
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upon himſelfe alſo that title | 
which he then' found uſed by the + 
Biſhops of Rome, but which none of 
his Progenitors the Kings of this 
Realm had ever uſed, of being 
the Supream head of the Church 
within his Dominions, This title | 
continued during the Reign of his | 
ſon King Edward the Sixth, by 
whom the Statute aforclaid was ' 
made, and 1s mentioned in that 
very Statute. Now albeit by that 
title or appellation was not intend- | 
ed any other thing, then that | 
Supremacy Eccleſraftical which the 
Kings of this Land have, and of ' 
right onght to have, in rhe gower- 
zance of their Realms over all 
perſonsand in all cauſes Eccleſiaſti- 
cal as well as other, and which is ' 
in the Oath of Supremacy ackow- ; 
ledged to belong unto them : yer f 
the Papiſts took Scandal. at the | 
novelty |. 
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; | novelty thereof, and glad of ſuch 
| an occaſion made their advantage 
| of ir, to bring a reproach -upon 
our Relzgion ; as if the Proteſtants 
of England were of opinion, that 


| all Spiritual Power did belong un- 


'to the King, and that the Biſhops 


1 and Mznifters of England had 
| their whole power of Preaching, 
| adminiſiring the Sacraments, Or- 
\ | daining , Excommunicating , @Xc. 


ſolely and originally from the 


| Kirg, as the members of the body 
{live by the influence which the 


| Head hath into them, Upon their 


| clamours , that title of S#- 


pream head and gowernour was 
taken into farther conſideration 


| in the beginning of Queen Eliza- 


] beths Raign. And although thar 


{ſein the true meaning thereof 
' was innocent and defenſible enough: 


4 | yet for the avoiding of Scandal 
| K 2 and 
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and Cavil, it was judged more ex- | 


pedient that the word Head 
ſhould thenceforth be laid aſide, 
and the ſfiyle run only Supream 
Governonr ; as we ee it 1s 1n the 


Oath of Supremacy and other- 


where ever ſince, without men: _ 


tioning the word Head; accord- 
Ing to the intimations given in the 


Oueens Injunfions and cliwhere 


in that behalfe. And it ſeemeth 
ro ine very probable, that for the 
ſame reaſon eipecially ( befides 
thoſe other reaſons already given ) 
It was thought fitter by Her then, 
and by her ſucceſſours hitherto ; 
that the Biſhops in all their Eccle- 
fraftical Conrts and proceedings 
ſhould act in their own names as 
formerly they * had done, then 
that the Statute of King Edward 
ſhould be revived, for doing it z# 


' 


. 


L 


; 1 


| 
£ 


the Kings name. For the ſending # 


out} 
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. '] out procelles &c. in order to Ex= 
|| communication and other Church- 
_ | cenſures zn the Kings name, would 
| have ſerved marvellouſly to give 

| colour, (andconſequently ſtrength, 

| in the apprehenfion ar leaſt of 
' weaker judgements) to that ca- 
| lumny wherewith the Papifts uſu- 
ally aſfperſe our Religion, as it the 
1 Kings of Englaxd took them- 
| ſelves to be proper and compe- 
rent Tudges of Genſures meerly 
ſpiritual in their own perſons, and 
| the Prelates accordingly did acz 
| knowledge them ſo to be, 

Thus have I ſhewen ro the (a: 
tisfaCtion (I hope) of the inge- 
nuous and unprejudiced Reader , 
that Epiſcopacy is no ſuch dange- 

rous creature either in the Opinz- 
en or PraGice,as ſome would make 

the world believe it is : but thar 
the Kings Crown may ſtand falt e- 


nt Ee —— 


nough 


34 Epiſcopar nat Projudiciat tee. | 


nough upon bis head, and flouriſh [ 
in its full erdure, without pluck- * 
ing away or diſplacing the leaſt ' 


flower in it, notwithſtanding E- ** 


piſcopacy ſhould be allowed to be 


of Divine Right in the higheſt | 
ſence, and the Biſbops ſtill permit- | 
ted to; make their Procciſes zn | 
their own names and not in the | 
Kings. By this time I doubr not, | 
all that are not willfully blind ! 
(for who ſo blind, as he that will | 
not ſee? ) do ſee and underſtand | 
by ſad experience, that it had || 
been far better both with King | 
and Kingdome then now 1t 1s, or |: 
(without Crods extraordinary | 
mercy ) is like to be in haſte: if | 


the enemies of Epiſcopacy had 
meant no worſe to the King and 


his Crows, then the Biſhops and | 


thole that favoured them did, 


| 
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A POST-SCRIPT to the Reader, 


| Hereas in my Anſwer tothe former 
; of the two Qbjections iz the fore- 
: going Treatiſe, 1 have not any 


where made any clear, diſcovery 


| what myoWn particular judgement is concerning 
{rhe Jus divinum of EPISCOPACY #2 the 
: | ſtrifter ſeaſe, either in the Afﬀirmatiye or Nega- 


tive: and for want of ſo doing, may perhaps be cen- 
ſaredby ſome to have walked bat haltingly, or at 
leaſt wiſe with more caution and mincing, then be- 
came me to doin a buſineſs of that nature; I do 
hereby declare, 

I. That, to avoid the ſtarting of more Queſti- 
ons then needs muſt, I then thought it fitter ( aud 


'| amof the ſame opinion Fill ) to decline that Due 
'| ſtion, then to decermine zt either way : ſuch de- 
.] termination being clearly of no moment at all to my 


. ; purpoſe, and for the ſolving of that Objection. 


2. That nevertheleſs, ( leaving other men to 
the liberty of cheir own judgements) my opinion zo, 


1 that EPISCOPAL GOVERNMENT 2s mot to 


 {] be derived meerly from Apoſtolical Prattsſe or Ju- 


mc 


| ftitation : but that it zs originally founded in the 


Perſon and Office of the Mefſias, our bleſſed Lord 
JESUS CHRIST. Who being ſent by his Hea- 


| venly Father to be the great Apoſtle, [ HEB. JII. 
| 7. JBiſhopand Paſtor [| 1 PET. I. 25.7 of his 
” Church, and anointed ro that Office immediatel 


Z after his Baptiſme by JOHN wich power and the 
+ Holy Ghoſt [| ACT, X. 37-8. ] deſcending then 
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pon him in a bodily ſhape [ LUK. III. 22. ] aid 
afterwards before his Aſcenſion into Heaven, tend 
and impower his holy Apoſtles, ( gsving them the 
Holy Ghoſt /ikewi/e as his Father had given hith) 
3 like manner as his Father had before tent hin 
[ JOH. XX. 21. ]toexecate the ſame Apoltolical, 
Epiſcopal and Paltoral Office for the ordering 
and governing of his Church antil his coming a- 
gain : .and ſothe ſame Office to continue in them 
and their Succeſſours, unto the end of the world. 
[ MAT. XXVIII. 18--20. ] This?[taketo be ſo 
clear, from theſe ana other like Texts of Scripture , 
that if they ſhall be diligently compared together, | 
beth between themſelves, and with the following 
praGiſe of all the Churches of Ehriſt, as well 
the Apoſtles times as in the Pureſt and Primitive 
times neareſt thereunto, there will be left little 


; cauſe, why any man ſhould doubt thereof. 


3. That in my Anſwer to the later Objeion 7 
made n0 uſe at all (nor indeed could ao) of the Opi- 
nion of the Reverend Judges in that punt, nor of 
his Majeſtics Proclamation grounded thereupon. 
For although the Proclamation had been extant 
Ten years before this tack, was impoſed upon me , 
yet Thad never ſeen, wor ſo mach as heard of the ' 
ſame in all the time before, nor yet in all the time | 
fince; till about ten aayes ago I was advertiſed | 
rhereof, when theſe Papers were then going to the | 
Prefs. Which, ſince they give ſo much ſtrength to | 
the main Caule, azd /o fully avoid the Objection; 
1 have followed the adviſe of ſome fricnds, and 
cauſed them ro be printed herewithal, 
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pon him in a bodily ſhape [ LUK. III. 22. ] aid 
afterwards before his Aſcenſion into Heaven, tend 
and impower his holy Apoſtles, ( gsving them the 
Holy Ghoſt /ikewi/e as his Father had given him) 
3 like manner as his Father had before ſent hin 
[ JOH. XX. 21.]toexecate the ſame Apoſtolical, 
Epiſcopal and Paltoral Office for the oracring 
and governing of his Church antil his coming a- 
gain : .and ſothe ſame Office to continue in them 
and their Succeſſours, unto the end of the world. 

MAT. XXVIII. 18--20. ] Tbis?[raketo be ſo 

clear, from theſe and other like Texts of Scripture , 
that if they ſhall be diligently compared together, | 
beth between themſelves, and with the following. | 
praGtiſe of all the Churches of Chrilt, as well in 
the Apoſtles times as iz the Pareſt and Primitive 
times xeareſt thereunto , there will be left little 


3. That in my Anſwer to the later Objetion 7 
made no uſe at all (nor indeed could do) of the Opi- 
nion of the Keverend Judges iz that punt, nor of 
his Majeſtics Proclamation grounded therewpon. 
For although the Proclamation had been extant 
Ten years before this tack, was impoſed upon me , 


{ame in all the time before, nor yet in all the time | 
fince; rill about ten dayes ago I was advertiſed 
rhereof, when theſe Papers were then going to the 
Preſs. Which, ſince they give ſo much ſtrength to 
the main Caule, ad /o fully avoid the Objection; 
1 have followed the adviſe of ſome friends, and 
cauſed them to be printed herewithal, 
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